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Lilies trumpet forth their praise, 
Youth again their voices raise, 


Today we alleluias give— 
For having learned his secre-—LIVE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY TOMB 


REV. PAUL M. KINPORTS, D.D. 
Executive Secretary 


IN FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM WE SHALL TRIUMPH 


Easter and all the world breathes life. Every living 
thing that has lain dormant during the winter bursts 
into bud and looks with hope to a summer of fruitful- 
ness, the fulfilling of the purpose for which it was 
created. 

Easter and our thoughts turn back nineteen cen- 
turies, back to the scene at the tomb in the Garden. 
Christ, too, whom the world thought dead, is but a 
dormant state from which He will awaken to a new lite 
of joy in the Kingdom of God. Easter morning, and 
the friends of the Beloved came to the tomb to seek the 
dead friend, to seek Him whom they thought dead 
among other dead. But lo! He 
was not there! Instead, there came 
a voice from the empty tomb, 
“Why seek ye the living among 
the dead?” Jesus was not dead, 
but alive, and He could not be 
found among the dead, for death 
had no claim on Him and He 
sought not their companionship, for 
they heard Him not nor sought 
Him. 

Jesus had arisen and declared 
to all men the power of the empty 
tomb, for it was on the first day of 
the week when the disciples of 
Jesus discovered that the kind of 
a life that He lived “could not be 
holden of death” and in this hu- 
manity received a new impetus 
toward the more abundant life. 

Easter should mean to each of 
us a new impetus toward the 
abundant life which Jesus came to 
reveal: “I am come that ye might 
have life and have it more abund- 
antly.” In this Word, Jesus was 
not speaking of an abundance to eat and abundance to 
wear, but of life that abounded in goodness and service 
and love. 

A life through which justice flows like a river and 
righteousness like a mighty stream. A life out of which 
there flows rivers of living water bringing recovery, 
health, courage and gladness. 

Christ’s teaching fits people to live together in peace 
and happiness in this life. It also fits us for the heaven- 
ly society in the life to come. It is vain for one to hope 
for heaven who does not try to bring the spirit of 
heaven into this life. What this first day of the week 
meant to the first disciples as they beheld the empty 
tomb and then saw Jesus in the glorified body, Easter 
can mean to individuals and Churches today. It can 
transform us into dynamic personalities, turn cowardice 
into courage, meaningless existence into a lie of useful- 
ness and power, and defeat into victory. 


Two 


The Resurrection of our Lord from death reveals 
to us a sustaining power. It gives to men the assurance 
of a living Friend. The intense longing of the human 
soul for one who knows, and loves, and understands, is 
a very real thing which we have more or less expe- 
rienced. It gives us assurance and poise in times of 
stress and trial and encourages us to go on living the 
life of faith and works. 

This Easter we can look back and see that the 
power to live and live abundantly comes from Him who 
had the power over life and death. Let us learn our 
Easter lesson well and do what the early disciples did. 
Take time to meditate upon the 
things Jesus began to say and do. 
Try to get the significance of John 
3:16. Spend enough time at the 
empty tomb to realize tl:at there is 
a power not of ourselves that en- 
ables truth, goodness, mercy and 
love to triumph over falsehood, 
evil, ugliness and hatred. 

Begin every day by recalling 
the life Jesus lived and get new in- 
sight for every-day living. 

Find others.in your home, Sun- 
day School class, Luther League or 
among your daily associates who 
will join with you in a fellowship 
of Christian meditation and action 
to enter a more abundant way of 
life. Order your own life that you 
will be always ready to do some- 
thing toward the furthering of jus- 
tice, righteousness, and good will 
wherever you are. 

The late Dr. G. H. Morrison, 
of Glasgow, wrote: “When one is 
climbing in our Scottish Highlands 
there are often bits perilous to negotiate. In such bits 
it is a mighty succor when some one above holds down 
a helping hand. And the thought that Christ was grip- 
ping him, reaching down to him and steadying him, 
turned the apostle into a daring climber on the steeps 
that lead to God. Christ was above him, He was risen. 
He was stooping down to lift the climber up. Paul felt 
the urge of the true mountaineer which lies in seeking 
the things which are above. But for him there was the 
splendid certainty that he was not going to perish in the 
midst, for before him and above him there was Christ— 
risen and glorified.” 

In union with Him there is an upward pull and this 
leads to advancement in the work that God gave us to 
do. We are again reminded through the empty tomb of 
victory, not of defeat; of success, not of failure. In fel- 
lowship with Him we shall triumph. Advance with 
Christ, the resurrection and the life. 
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HIS JOURNEYS END 


By WINIFRED KIRKLAND 


JOCUND morning with the 
al golden peace of the Sabbath, 

just passed, still upon it. Tall 
in the doorway, one stands who gives 
a swift command to two men. Quick- 
ly these thread their way through 
the gathering throng. Before the 
door the crowds are swarming from 
the tents and booths pitched in the 
green dip below the village. April 
is laughing in flowers upbursting 
along the footpaths. April is singing 
from every tree. It is once again 
the Passover seascn of immemorial 
hope. 

At last the two messengers are 
spied returning, leading a young ass 
straight up to the doorway. With a 
glad shout cloaks are spread upon 
its back, and like a carpet for a king, 
garments are strewn upon the road. 
Out from Bethany, swinging about 
the southern slope of Olivet, the pro- 
cession swarms forward, ecstatic feet 
pouring on about that still, towering 
figure riding in the midst. Jerusalem 
is hidden by the crest of the hill. 
Only the man gazing in silence from 
the ass’s back remembers the encom- 
passing shadow of Rome, too 
haughty even to note this ecstasy of 
thronging Hebrew rustics making 
their Passover entry into their sacred 
city. Against the massed black cen- 
turies behind, against the massed 
black centuries before, will this tiny 
bright spring rivulet of peasants’ 
dreams some day appear? Will em- 
pire in that far unguessed future be 
still perhaps as unaware as was the 
Rome of Pilate on this brief shining 
morning? 

Strong voices are being raised in 
those ancient Songs of Steps which 
recurrently throughout uncounted 
springtimes had cheered the hearts 
of Passover pilgrims. But with these 
familiar words the silent rider notes 
sharp new cries of exultation while 
arms wave high the proud green 
banners of palm branches. The 
crowds are pealing forth an acclama- 
tion heavy with portent unless some- 
how, in scant time, he can change its 
meaning, and reveal that he comes, 
not an earthly king in earthly power, 
but lowly, riding on an ass, Prince 
of Peace. In silence, Jesus, tower- 
ing amid the tumult, hears the great 
psalm of his journey’s end, his na- 
tion’s age-old dream now triumph- 
ing. “Hosanna to the son of David! 
Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord!” 
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But is it the Lord of Battle that 
they mean! he ponders, listening. For 
all his efforts to enlighten, whica 
soul among them surely perceives 
what kingdom it is he now comes 
riding to announce? For weeks his 
face has been steel-set toward Jeru- 
ca'em, yet what of the outcome? To- 
morrow, when he shall brave lis na- 
tion’s leaders to the teeth, which one 
of all this jubilant multitude will un- 
derstand the cause for which he is 
about to die? 

Messiah! Messiah! Within him the 
word is like a great bell tolling. Mes- 
siah! He, the village carpenter, thrust 
step by step, into greatness after 
thirty still years spent in watching 
God! That a country workshop flung 
wide to the mystery of God should 
have led to this, a carpenter-Christ 
riding to his doom! 

Still there is that torturing small 
chance that he may even yet win, 
and for this chance he must now 
rally all the life within him. He is 
still young enough, still man enough, 
to feel his heart leap at this last 
desperate possibility. He may still 
set foot within the holy Temple, now 
polluted, and claim it for God’s own! 
He may yet rally to him the people 
now so gladly following him, until, 
with hearts appalled and wondering, 
they shall listen to his cry, “Repent! 
Forgive! Build!” Surely Jerusalem. 
city of high God, shall be saved, and 
he himself, that suffering servant 
long foretold, shall, riding lowly on 
an ass, lead all nations into the power 
of peace! 

Among all that blind, tumultuous 
multitude, Jesus rode solitary, white- 
lipped within a dream. But the 
shouting crowds who would have 
made him an earth-king had only 
old dreams, old words, 

“Blessed be the empire of our 
father David now to be brought 
back under Jehovah! 

Blessed be he that cometh, King, 

in the name of the Lord!” 

There is a moment when the Beth- 
any road rounds the hill of Olivet 
and comes in sight of Jerusalem 
across the sundering valley. Un- 
counted times the Passover Pilgrims, 
forever returning, have beheld their 
city flaming gold upon its height. 
They face again the steep streets up 
which the Passover crowds go 
streaming through the city gates. 
Above all, towers the snow-white 
Temple, blinding in its beauty, lift- 


ing its measureless gold dome to the 
sky. The chant of the - procession 
swells to passion: : 

“Pray for the peace oi Jerusalem. 
They shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, 

And prosperity within thy palaces. 

For thy brethren and companions’ 
sakes, 

I will now say, Peace be within 
thee.” 

Morning sun that floods the scene, 


hopes upwelling hke a river, gar- 
ments flung upon the way, palm 


branches alive with motion, all the 
air singing, with strong voices chant- 
ing. In the midst, one riding upon 
an ass, silent because he sees. Then 
suddenly all the scene struck through 
with anguish, a strong man sobbing! 
Never one of all Jerusalem’s patriots, 
never one of ali her prophets, had 
voiced the yearning that he spoke— 
not only his own cross, but all the 
crosses of all the world were in his 
cry! 

“Tf thou hadst known in this day, 
even thou, the things which belong 
unto peace! But now they are hid 
from thine eyes. For the days shall 
come upon thee, when thine enemies 
shall cast up a bank about thee, and 
compass thee round, and keep thee in 
on every side, and shall dash thee to 
the ground, and thy children within 
thee, and they shall not leave in thee 
one stone upon another; because 
thou knowest not the time of thy 
visitation!” 

There was a sudden horror of si- 
lence. The palm branches fell to the 
ground. Feet stopped short and 
chanting lips whitened. Jesus was 
hemmed all about by a crowd turned 
chill. Seeing the shattered hopes, he 
rallied to his leadership. His lament 
broke off. He straightened. Strength 
went out from him. Reassurance 
spread. More quietly now, the psalms 
of ascent were resumed. Hope re- 
turned as of waters sharply checked, 
then once again set free, as the 
crowd now flowed down the western 
slope of Olivet, crossed the Kidron 
ravine, and poured up again beneath 
the precipitous walls of the Temple 
enclosure, to the city gate, entering 
Jerusalem. 

Jesus rode, white, unswerving, as 
ride all leaders of all lost causes, see- 
ing their way before them. He was 
not the Christ his nation wanted, 
that he knew. Nor was he the God 
humanity wanted, that also he knew. 
How should great Greece and Rome 
bow their proud intellects, like gar- 
ments cast upon the dust, to wel- 
come a peasant-carpenter, astride an 
ass? Could a message of building 
come from such a one? Well he 

(Continued on Page 29) 
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A LETTER TQ) THE “INIERMIEDI2wias 


Dear Intermediate Leaguers and Leaders: 


When this letter reaches you, we will probably be 
well beyond the beginning of Lent, but as the month of 
March is so fraught with the thought of the Lenten 
Season and its triumphant conclusion, may we pause a 
moment and consider the question, “What does Lent 
mean to me?” The dictionary says it is “‘a fast of forty 
days (excluding Sundays) from Ash Wednesday to 
Easter Eve.” There are at least two interpretations of 
this definition. 

We have often heard the expression, “I’ve given 
up candy for Lent, and I can hardly wait for Easter to 
come.” Is this the fast that our Lord, and Master, Jesus 
Christ, would desire of us, the petty self-denial in order 
that we might boast of our self-righteousness with a 
feeling of personal satisfaction? Is this not rather the 
interpretation of the worldly-minded? 

The other interpretation is expressed in the words 
of the hymn: 

“Thy life was given for me. 

Thy Blood, O Lord, was shed 

That I might ransomed be, 
And quickened from the 


Thy life was given for me; 
What have I given for Thee? 


dead. 


O let my life be given, 

My years for Thee be spent; 

World-fetters all be riven, 

And joy with suffering blent. 

Thou gav’st Thy self for me, 

I give myself to Thee.” 

During this Lenten Season let us truly have a period 

of fasting of time, talents and means from personal 
pleasures and advancements, and use our all to draw 


closer to Christ and The Way of the Cross. 


Board of American Missions 


The Lenten Season has been assigned to the Board 
of American Missions “to present the cause of home 
missions and Church extension throughout the Church, 
and furnish envelopes for the gathering of special offer- 
ings from the Sunday Schools on Easter Sunday.” 

As the work of this Board deals with all races and 
languages in our Country, our first topic, “Tolerance— 
He Died For All,” should send us searching for further 
information regarding the work our Church is doing 
among those not of our own race and language. 

Since one of the chief phases of its work is the 
establishing of new missions, we should learn about and 
strive to help this Board of our Church in its efforts 
of giving “Testimony—Telling Others About Jesus.” 

We can probably help remove some of the “thorns” 
from the further advancement of the work of the Board 
of American Missions by encouraging our Sunday Schools 
to use the envelopes furnished by this Board and to give 
its Easter offering to the furtherance of the cause of 
Missions, rather than selfishly keeping it for self, or 
lesser causes. 

To help remove these “thorns” will certainly ad- 
vance this cause to “triumph” and help it be “victorious 
over death” in those places where the Church of Christ 
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has not yet been planted in our great land and where 
many have not had the Gospel preached to them. 

Our last topic, while it comes after the Lenten 
Season is past, should consummate our research and 
thoughts of the work of this Board into an interesting 
and worthwhile program as we study about “The Stra- 
tegic Hour For Missions In America.” 


The League 

Confirmation time with its addition of new mem- 
bers to the Church gives us an opportunity to work 
towards Guide Post 7, and our entertainment of and in- 
vitation to these new members to join our Intermediate 
League will bring us to Guide Post 4. 

If we sincerely sing, “I give myself to Thee,” we 
will not fail to attend Church and Sunday School and 
read our Bible daily, thus moving towards Guide Posts 
10, 11 and 12. : 

When we live up to our League motto of “No So- 
cials During Lent,” do we give our Intermediates some- 
thing positive to take the place of these socials? As a 
League we will want to give our time and talents mor2 
fully to Christ. Our Project for February 11 is, “Some 
Personal Service To Our Own Congregation.” Let us 
have every member of the League seeking around the 
Church for possible places of service, then have the 
League decide upon one or two of these possibilities for 
a Lenten Project. Three, four or five evenings or after- 
noons during Lent should be profitably devoted to ac- 
complishing this service. This will also help us along 
the road to Guide Post 16. 

Read carefully the “Suggestions to Leaders” in the 
“Intermediate Quarterly Helps” under the date of March 
17. If you want to make use of this valuable suggestion, 
don’t wait, but secure this picture now. 


Poster Projects 

Although simple to draw, our Poster for the March 
Topics should mean much to us. Draw a cross. At the 
foot of the cross print the word, “Tolerance.” At ‘the 
left arm of the cross print “Testimony.” At the top the 
word “Thorns” is written and at the right arm piece 
print “Triumph.” 

It is only at the foot of the cross that we will 
learn “Tolerance.” If the cross becomes a part of our 
life, we cannot help but give “Testimony.” The way of~ 
the cross is not an easy one, and we will be suré to find 
“Thorns,” but when we bring the complete cross into 
our life we wil! have the final “Triumph.” 

For our Projects we will strive for the following 
accomplishments: 

March 3: “Tolerance—He Died For All.” Bring in 
two stories from the Bible which express “Tolerance.” 
For example, Jesus on the cross forgiving His enemies. 

March 10: “Testimony—Telling Others About 
Jesus.” Write a paragraph expressing something of 
“What Jesus Means To You.” 

March 17: “Thorns—The Passion of Our Lord.” - 
Make some real sacrifice. If it is in the line of denying 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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CONFIRMATION=WHAT IT MEANS 


By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary 


“Confirmation is a-solemn rite in which the indi- 
vidual ‘amidst the laying on of hands and the prayers of 
the people,’ confirms and ratifies the vow made in his 
behalf at baptism; and is strengthened and established 
in the faith by the Holy Spirit through the Word and 
Sacraments.” 

That the rite of confirmation originated from the 
Apostolic laying on of hands and that it was at first 
inseparable from Baptism is evident. The Jewish cere- 
monial by which a boy became the “son of the law” 
may have been the original suggestion of confirmation. 
“We find it in all its essential features in the pure age 
of the Church immediately succeeding the apostles.” 

At the time of the Reforma- 
tion, Confirmation fell into disuse 
in the Protestant Churches, be- 
cause the Romish overestimate of 
its importance and the errors and 
superstitions connected with it. 
Rome had raised it and continues 


A PRAYER FOR PALM 
SUNDAY 

By Percy R. Hayward what our baptism meant—only 

O God, it is Palm Sunday. 


Small Catechism says: “Baptized persons stand in Cove- 
nant relation with God. In this covenant God promises 
me the forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation, and I prom- 
ise to renounce the world, the flesh and the devil, and to 
believe in God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” 

God is ever faithful to do His part. While we were 
yet little children, our parents were responsible for our 
part. But having been baptized, and taught, according to 
our Master’s Word, when we have come to know the 
Father’s will, and His way of salvation in Jesus, when 
the Holy Spirit has “called us through the Gospel and 
enlightened us by His gifts,” we ourselves are respon- 
sible, and are prepared to confess our faith before men, 
and in the presence of God and 
the Church, “ratify and confirm 
our baptismal covenant.” . Confir- 
mation means, first of all, just 


now we realize it ourselves—that 


to regard confirmation as a sacra- 
ment, without any Scriptural au- 
thority. There was, therefore, 
some difficulty in retaining con- 
firmation without continuing in 
the minds of the people the er- 
rors and abuses connected with it. 
Luther positively rejected it 
as a sacrament, but was willing to 
retain it as a mere rite of the 
Church. During the sixteenth 
century, although very little prac- 
ticed, it did not become wholly 
obsolete in the Lutheran Church. 
Then through the efforts of 
Spener and the Pietists it was re- 
introduced almost universally. 
Our early theologians laid 
emphasis on the thorough cate- 
chization of the youth, but no 
stress on the ceremony, but later 
during the “rationalistic’ and 
“state Church” periods much em- 
phasis was placed on the cere- 
mony an external act tending to 
make it a graduation from a 


I see the signs of it all about me. 
I hear it in the hymns. 


I see it in the decorations of the 
Chutch. 


Little children come matching 
down the aisles, waving palm 
branches and singing. 


I join with them in the hosannas 
of the day. 


I lift my voice in memory of 
those who long ago spread their 
garments and cut branches to carpet 
the path of Him who came tiding 
humbly on a colt down the road 
into Jerusalem. 


And yet, O God, I know that 
within five days they slew on a 
cross the One for whom _ they 
waved the palms. 


Save me—O save me, my 
Father—from such short and easy 
service as this. 


Grant that I may not deny by 
my life the One whose praise I 
sing today. 

Enable me to chant an hosanna 
that goes beneath my lips, that cuts 
deep into my heart, and that ap- 
pears in my daily life. Amen. 


by faith, the Son of God, in all 
that He is and with all that His 
salvation brings, is ours, our per- 
sonal Saviour, Master and Friend. 

In the second place we re- 
nounce the world, the flesh and 
the devil, and resolutely set our 
faces against the evil around us 
and in our hearts, and forego 
everything that has a tendency to 
lead us away from Him. 

In the third place we promise 
to “obediently keep God’s Holy 
Will and Commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of 
our life.’ This means that our 
faith shall result in good works 
and our love be proven by obedi- 
ence. After Confirmation it is es- 
sential that we be good soldiers 
in the army of our Lord. We have 
enlisted in God’s army not for a 
day but for life. What a great 
responsibility is upon us! We are 
admitted to all those privileges 
and blessings of our Church mem- 
bership, including that of partak- 


course of moral and religious education. In America we 
have had all kinds of practice, from the entire neglect 
of both catechization and confirmation to the mere learn- 
ing by note or formal lecture, from the wild emotion- 
alism or bald Puritanism to faults of “State Churchism.” 


We have in recent years come to a better apprecia- 
tion of what Confirmation really means by the thorough 
teaching of the doctrines of the Church and the win- 
ning of the hearts of youth to their Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. The trend seems to be to place the emphasis 
back on Luther’s matchless catechism, and Palm Sun- 
day is more and more a day of glad joy—Confirmation 
Day. What does it mean to be confirmed? Luther’s 
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ing of Holy Communion. The good name, the honor, 
the welfare of the Church in a measure is laid upon us, 
entrusted in our hands. God grant that we may never 
be unfaithful to our vows, nor ever bring reproach 
upon our fellowship. Let us bear in mind—that never 
for one step of the way is it safe to depend upon our- 
selves alone. Rather let us say: 

“O Jesus, I have promised 

To serve Thee to the end; 

Be Thou forever near me, 

My Master and my Friend! 

I shall not fear the battle, 

If Thou act by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway 

If Thou wilt be my Guide.” 


Five 


INTERMEDIATE ESSAY 


Written by 


ERNEST WITTIG, 3rd, Galveston, Texas 


on the Reading Course Book 


ad Days in Galilee 


By MARIAN KEITH 


HIS story takes place in the 
© city of Nazareth of Galilee 

where the boy Jesus lived 
with Mary, Joseph, and His brothers 
and sisters. Jesus was like the other 
boys of the village—He played their 
games and liked to dramatize such 
things as festivals, weddings, and 
funerals. Each morning Jesus went 
with the other boys of the village to 
the Synagogue to be taught the 
Scripture and the laws. But while 
Jesus was in the Synagogue He was 
different from other boys. He asked 
many questions about things the 
Rabbi had never thought of before. 
Jesus always asked sensible ques- 
tions but sometimes the Rabbi would 
not answer them. This may have 
been because he was tired of hearing 
questions he did not know the ans- 
wer to. Jesus was always very kind 
and cheerful. Even when Joseph 
was in debt and might have lost 
their little home, Jesus was sure 
that everything would be all right. 


Jesus loved adventure, and one 
morning after getting permission 
from Joseph and Mary, He climbed 
to the top of a mountain to see the 
sun rise, and to be alone with His 
heavenly Father. While Jesus was 
there, He saw a poor man possessed 
with an unclean spirit who had es- 
caped from the men who were beat- 
ing him. This sight filled Him with 
pity and He offered His breakfast to 
the poor man who had everything 
taken from him. 


Joseph had one hope—to be able 
to pay back the money he owed. The 
olives were ripe and soon they were 
to be harvested. The harvesting day 
came and many families went to the 
grove to get the olives from their 
trees. All day they worked, and at 
night most of the crop had been har- 
vested. This was very fortunate be- 
cause that night there came a great 
storm which destroyed the whole or- 
chard. 


Six 


Among Jesus’ friends was Joel who 
was a shepherd boy. One night an 
animal crept into the sheep fold and 
might have killed many sheep had it 
not been for Joel, who fought and 
killed it. While caring for the sheep, 
Joel nearly lost his life, for the ani- 
mal scratched, bit, and hurt Joel very 
badly and everyone thought that he 
was going to die. Everyone except 
Jesus, for He had prayed to His 
heavenly Father and He knew that 
He would save Joel. 


One day adventurous Jesus asked 
Joseph if He and Asa, His neighbor- 
hood friend, could go and see the 
great highway that led to Jerusalem. 
Joseph said that it would be all right 
so the two were off for another new 
adventure over the hills and moun- 
tains. The sight of the road as- 
tounded them for they had never 
seen anything quite so big and fine. 
Some caravans passed over it and 
soon there came some soldiers and 
chariots. One of the chariots had 
driven off the road and after a while 
the man in it came up where Jesus 


was. He spoke very nice to Jesus 
and soon they were talking about 
God. Jesus told this man many 


things that he had not known, and 
for his gratitude the man gave Jesus 
a heavy gold chain which hung 
around his neck. 


When Jesus got home and showed 
this to Joseph, he was very happy 
for now they could pay all the debts, 
and beside, they could go to Jerusa- 
lem for Jesus was now twelve years 
old and must be presented at the 
Temple. Many people were going to 
Jerusalem so all those who could go, 
packed their things and soon they 
ready to. start. Jesus’ younger 
brothers and sisters could not go be- 
cause they were not old enough, so 
they stayed with a kind, old woman 
of the village. 

One bright day the party left. 
Some went on donkeys and camels, 


but most of them walked. Jesus and 
Asa would always run ahead so that 
they would be able to climb in the 
hills until the others caught up with 
them, but one day when they were 
climbing they saw a band of moun- 
tain robbers who, when the party 
moved past, would sweep down and 
rob them. Jesus thought fast! He 
ran back and warned the pilgrims! 
They stopped and waited for another 
group to join with them and then 
they went safely through the moun- 
tain pass. Soon they arrived at Jeru- 
salem and camped outside of the city 
gates until the next day when they 
would go into the Temple and give 
their offering. 

Jesus was somewhat disappointed 
with the Temple. It was just like 
a Market Place with its money 
changers and its places where the 
offerings were bought. Once inside 
the Temple, they parted, for the 
women were not allowed to go with 
the men and boys. Joseph bought 
his offering and went up to the altar 
to have it killed and offered by the 
Priest. 


Jesus went to the Temple many 
times. Each time He saw a little 
beggar girl in rags who was pushed 
around by everyone, and He took 
pity on her. While in Jerusalem 
Jesus met His cousin, John. They 
immediately became good friends and 
went everywhere together. On the 
night before the band left, John 
stayed with Jesus in the camp. The 
next morning Jesus and Asa took 
John back to his house but Asa did 
not go the whole way. When Jesus 
left John, He decided that He would 
like to have another look at the 
Temple, so he took the winding 
street that led to it. When He re- 
turned He found that His parents 
had left. Joseph and Mary, feeling 
that Jesus was with His friends, did 
not worry about Him so no one 
missed Him. Meanwhile Jesus, walk- 
ing back to Jerusalem, was recog- 
nized by one of the women who had 
told Mary that He was with His 
friends. She took Jesus in her own 
house. He wanted to run and catch 
up with them but she would not let 
Him because it was too dangerous. 
He asked if He might return again 
to the Temple, and it was here in 
the Temple that Mary and Joseph 
found Him three days later with the 
Priests and Doctors, both asking and 
answering their questions. 

Jesus was very happy when Joseph 
and Mary found Him, and they re- 
turned home together where they 
were greeted by Jesus’ brothers and 
sisters. Jesus was glad He was 
home and now He would truly enjoy 
“Glad days in Galilee.” 
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ADVANCING WITH CHRIST 


Lurpga League Lovaury Guus 


I. 


Il. 


VI. 


vil. 


Vill. 


IX. 


XI. 


Enroll now in your State or Synodical League’s 


ey 


ATTENDING CHURCH SERVICES REGULARLY. 


Luther Leaguers should be im attendance at the Church 
Take part in hymn, prayer, creed and chant, enth 
is very bexeficial; you become intelligent, imfiuen 


CONTRIBUTING TO THE BOYS’ SCHOOL IN LIBERIA, ee 


This is the 1939-41 missionary project of The Luther League af Ame 
yourself in the material provided you will learn more aba ut i 
want to contribute to this fund to be given to the Board of Bacon 


His Church. 
SECURING A NEW MEMBER FOR THE LEAGUE. 


Our program of ectivities, our devotional meetings, however 
share in the benefits thereirom- Surely we eld 
mean much to the Kingdom of God. Perhaps 1 
contact with Christ and will dedicate themseh 


PAYING DUES TO THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA. 


Through your locel Luther League you support your own work, con 
motion and in turn the State or Synodical Barthes League is responsible 
ber in the carrying out of its work through 2 budget that is set up on 
give freely, liberally, distinguishes the true Christian from others. 
Christian develops through liberality. 


SERVING IN SOME CAPACITY IN THE CHURCH. 


Your place in the Church ought to be 2 growing. = and m 
time, your talents, and your income. It is your 
have not shared your best thought, your best insight 


Se A DISCUSSION GROUP OR DEVOTIONAL niga hear 


should be the desire of every Luther Leaguer to lead 2 discussion 
rmuny for leadership development. Leaders of 2 devotional meeting are ma 
by one who glances at the “Luther League Review" or “Topics Quarterly 
well by one amet chief anxiety is to 5 
rightly appreciated, and the privilege of 
When you lead endeavor to be a good ae 


ATTENDING A LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION. 


By this is meant attend 2 district, 2 conference. a feder: ation, 2 state or 

The Luther League holds conventions for the education and imspiration of 
a pretty expensive business of bringme together several hundred young 
be expected to furnish enlightenment and instruction to these on the pr 
gram as speakers and leaders in dis ion get the Leagnuers’ viewpoint a 
problems that confront us in our lives i 


of, and effective 


"ae 


and in our activities. The convention likewise p 
anee between the members of other Luther Leagues. 


PARTICIPATING IN THE REGIONAL YOUTH MEETINGS. 


The Promotional Plan in The United Lutheran Church im America for the year 194 
wide series of Regional Meetings for youth. The gener eme is to be * h’. 
getting all our young people between the ages of . znd ee ee in 
one member of the Church Council from each con 
issue of the Review. 


READING A READING COURSE BOOK. 


The Literature Committee of The Luther League of America has made 2 
reading. Send for 2 1940 Reading Course List. free. 


Bee aS te decane nls eae FUND. 


program. 
bership folders will be sent fo you ‘on request 


CONTRIBUTING TO THE WHOLE PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH THROUGH THE 
REGULAR CHANNELS. 


This cails for a contribution each week to 
gram of the Church receives support financiall 


ENROLL IN THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGU. 


The aim of the Pocket Testament league Movement is 
reading is Evangelical and the plan is simple. We 

boast. In this fellowship of Bible readers we have an 0 
God. Interest other Leaguers who have no Pocket T 
Dr. Hegland writes: ‘It may well be said that the degree © 
and regularity with which he hears and reads the Word of 


All materials suggested under each of these points. can be Be ee by writing to The Luther League of America, 


405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 


The Luther League Loyalty Club is a set of goals to be reached by each member of the local Luther League. There 


are no membership cards or certificates issued. It ts simply @ set of goals to sustain in the individual Leaguer a deeper loyalty 
to the whole program of the Luther League. 
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Fe SERVI ae 


LIFE SERVICE IN THE MARYLAND 
LUTHER LEAGUE 


ISS SARAH LEITER, as Life Service Secretary, 
D directed the formation of a very extensive pro- 

gram. From all indication the Maryland Leaguers 
have gleaned the best ideas from all available sources 
and compiled them into one program. This outline of 
Life Service Work to be done has since been adopted by 
the Kansas and Iowa State Luther Leagues. 

An outline of the Maryland program: 

Aims 

Ultimate—Every Luther League serving Life. 

Specific—l. To show young people the meaning of 
life. To answer the questions: (a) Why am I here? (b) 
Where am I going? (c) Why should I do right? etc. 
To point young people to Christ who showed us how to 
live the ideal life of Service. 

2. To encourage Leaguers to give of their time in 
active Church work. To find work in the congregation 
for them. To show the very urgent need for leaders in 
the local and synodical Church work. We must give oi 
our time and talents to the Master. 

3. To help young people to choose the right voca- 
tion. To present the missionary, ministry, and diacon- 
ate work. Urge Leaguers to consider these as a possible 
vocation. Make young people conscious of a choice in 
vocation and not just drifting into life work. 

Motto: “Glad To Serve’—“O God, grant us enough 
of the love of Christ in our hearts to make us glad to 
serve.” 

Methods 
1. Through the individual. 
A. In his every-day living. 
1. Self-dedication. 


2. Time for daily contact with God as a spir- 
itual Power. 


3. Practicing the motto, “Glad To Serve” in 
my Church, my community, and in any 
contacts I may have with others. “I 
will live my life under God for others 
rather than for myself; for the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of God rather 
than for my personal success.” 


B. In choosing his life work. 


1. Let each person ask himself these ques- 
tions: “Is your life bringing you happi- 
ness and satisfaction because you know 
you are helping to bring God’s King- 
dom here on earth? Have you found 
the work which you can do better than 
anything else? Could you serve as a 
minister or deaconess?” 


2. Through the League. 
a.—Every Local League following the 
program as outlined by the state: every 
local secretary in touch with the district 
secretary; every district secretary in 
touch with the state secretary. 


b—Every League having a devotional 
meeting as soon as possible to present 
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Youth About the Father’s Business 
Planning the Work and Wotrking the Plan 


the work of the Life Service Depart- 
ment. 


c.—Every Local League having a com- 
mittee to see that the Leaguers have 
opportunities for service and are using 
them. 


d—Every Local League planning a 
Life Service Study Group. 


e——Every Local League planning for 
Life Service Day as the climax of the 
year’s work. 


f—Every district League planning a 
Life Service Rally. 


Suggestions and Plans 
1. Immediate plans. 


A. Each district secretary send to the state secre- 
tary a list of all local Life Service Secretaries 
and addresses. Each district secretary keep 
a copy of this list. We definitely need a com- 
plete mailing list. 


B. Each local secretary get in touch with the presi- 
dent of his local League and set a definite 
date for a Life Service devotional to present 
this program. 


1. Preparation for this meeting. 


a.—The Life Service Secretary and the 
president of the League should appoint 
several people (depending upon the size 
of the League) to act as a Life Service 
committee, 


b.—This committee should plan the de- 
votional meeting. Have a discussion 
group on Life Service. Begin with the 
general question, “What Is Life?” Let 
the Leaguers answer this. Probably 
answers will be “unexplainable. A gift - 
of God.” From these answers let the 
leader bring out the point that we are 
all here for one purpose—to bring the 
Kingdom of God in the hearts of man. 
Have some discussion on this idea. 
Bring out the idea that the Kingdom 
means love, unselfishness, service, faith, 
equal opportunities, etc. 


From this above discussion work into 
the discussion of the aims of the Life 
Service, Department as printed under 
specific aims on page l. = 


Have definite questions made and 
have your leader well prepared and in- 
terested. 


Use hymns which present the idea of 
service. 


Have some musical numbers or devo- 
tional readings or both. 


Important—Before this meeting the committee 
should make a list of the: ways in which young people 
can serve in your Church and community. See the 
pastor, the deaconess, and the Sunday School superin- 
tendent for suggestions. Then go over the roll and as- 
sign definite people for certain duties. Check the people 
who are already serving. Present this report at the 
meeting and let the Leaguers have a chance to state 
their preference for duties. Make it very definite that. 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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LEARNING LANGUAGE IN LIBERIA 


By ROY L. YUND, Westville, New Jersey 


Ot the twelve or more tribes in Liberia, only one, 
Vai, has a written language. Of the others the main 
tribes are: Kru, Gola, Bassa, Kpele, Kimbuzi, and Man- 
dingo the Kpele language being the key language. The 
Kpele tribe is perhaps the largest tribe in Liberia and 
its language is considered by many to have been derived 
from an ancient mother tongue of West African 
aborigines. 

Knowing that the natives are so primitive and unde- 
veloped in all of their customs and beliefs we may have 
the impression that their language is nothing more than 
a secret system of sounds representing various actions 
and the things with which they have to deal. But Kpele 
is a very well-arranged language, and it provides the 
means of complete expression. The only difficulty is in 
the fact that it is not written, but one may write it 
phonetically as he hears the words, and then try to re- 
produce the sounds. The first expressions we learned 
were: “De ke ma de?” (What do you call this?) and ‘“‘T 
mbo wono” (Say it again.) 

There are certain basic words which are used to 
make up most of the other words, such as ti (work), 
ke (do), di (go), nga (1), i (you), mbo (say), nalong 
(man), neni (woman), nu (person), kolo (book), etc. 

Some of the combinations of these basic words are 
very interesting and they explain themselves: 


Kolo de nu is a book-showing person or teacher. 

Gala wo mbo nu is a God’s Word-speaking person or 
missionary. 

Kpao pili nu is a hook-throwing person or fisherman. 

Kolo poye sen is a book-writing thing or pencil. 

Ko a koklo is a foot skin or shoe. 

Thus you see that when they have no original word 
to express a thing they make one by combining their 
basic words. 

They use only six basic words for all numbers: 
tang (one), fede (two), saba (three), nang (four), dolu 
(five), and pu (tem). Six is dolmaida or five and one, 
seven is dolmaifede or five and two, twelve is pugaufede 
or ten and two, and twenty-three is pu fede gau saba 
or two tens and three. They can express any number in 
this manner, but generally after twenty they become 
weary and say, “Tamai” (plenty). 

Some of their idioms are very expressive. 

Nga ye da ma is my hand I lay on it or I believe it. 

Nga di a da is my heart is lying down or I am 
happy. 

Nga di n’ye is my heart is sweet or I am happy. 

Nga di wana is my heart is bitter or I am angry. 

I di kpele is swallow your heart or be patient. 

To nga kili na sia da is let my mind walk over it or 
let me think. 

Nga kili toi pa na ndelei is my mind is standing 
there well or I have courage. 

The natives have no watches or clocks but they 
can tell the time of the day very accurately by the posi- 
tion of the sun. 

Gele a ke boi is day is coming or dawn. 
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Voloi a ke kulai is the sun is rising or early morning. 

Voloi a ke te ngelei su is the sun is rising in the 
sky or mid-morning. 

Voloi nga is the sun is on me or noon. 

Voloi a ke dii is thte sun is going or late after- 
noon. 

Voloi a ke toi is the sun.is setting. 

Personal greetings vary among the natives. The 
regular formal greeting between two persons, A and B, 
would be: 

A. Ba ung (How do you do or Are you well?) 

B. Nn Wedi? (Yes, are you a friend?) 

IN, ING (GS) 

B. Ba ung (How do you do)? 

When one returns from a journey he would greet 
his friend as follows: 

An Yana (You theren) 

B. Nn, Wedi? (Yes, are you a friend?) 

A. Nn (Yes). 

B. Ya pai O (You come). 

Two persons who meet and each ask concerning the 
other’s health would speak thus: 

A. I kolo punui? (Is your skin well?) 

B. Nn, Nga kolo -punui (Yes, my skin is well). 

A. De men na? (What news there?) 

B. Kpao, men nyo fi na (None. 
there). 

Several expressions are heard nearly every day: 

Nga fia kpe (My strength is finished or I am tired). 

Ma kpon a gulo (Wait a little). 

Tina tuo pele mene be (It is a matter for the future). 

M’fa podi di (I am not able to go). 

We trust that this view into the inner life and 
thought of the natives of Liberia in a language un- 
written and unpublished will be an incentive for you to 
help by prayer and by gifts in the great Luther League 
project of building a Boys’ School in that country. 

(Next month will appear an article entitled, “Visit- 
ing a Native Town in Liberia,’ by Rev. Yund.) 


No bad news 


CONGRATULATIONS! 
THE WINNERS! 


The following persons won the twelve prizes 
offered by The Luther League of America on the 
1939 Intermediate Essay Contest: 


Miss Sarah Zeagler, Lone Star, South Carolina 
Miss Dorothy Trautman, St. Joseph, Missouri 
Miss Charlotte M. Reyder, Galveston, Texas 
Miss Aileen Marschner, Galveston, Texas 
Miss Beverly Lobenstein, Galveston, Texas 
Miss Margaret Quante, Savannah, Georgia 
Msis Virginia Olson, Brunswick, Georgia 
Mr. J. J. Theobold, Galveston, Texas 

Mr. Fred Hart, Jr., Savannah, Georgia 

Mr. Ernest Wittig, 3rd, Galveston, Texas 
Mr. John D. Wilson, Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
Miss Runelle Heidt, Marlow, Georgia 


Nine 


A NIGHT 
OLD 


Invitations 


Come with us to old Ireland, 

IN 4 PONS Sh Oe Or OC eLee IE O bis night at 8, 
Where honor we'll pay, 

To St. Patrick the great. 


Each one that attends, 
Wear a bright bit of green, 
For in jolly old Etin, 
That’s all that is seen. 


Decorations 
The room should, of course, be decorated in green 
and white. Use shamrocks, snakes, pipes and any other 
characteristic decorations for St. Patrick's Day. The 
hosts and hostesses should, of course, wear as much 
green as possible. If nothing else is available, the girls 
might make paper aprons and wear green bows in their 
hair and the boys wear crepe paper bow ties, to match 
the aprons the girls wear. 
Mixing Game 
Give a nickel or dime to a boy and a girl in the 
room. Tell them they are to give this money to the 
tenth person in the room shaking hands with them. 
They are not to signify at the time, who that person is 
but go right on shaking hands until the leader blows the 
whistle. Then they announce who the person is and the 
money is awarded to them. 


Greased Pig Relay, 

The group is divided into two parts. This may be 
done by counting off in twos the ones forming one line 
and the twos forming the other line. The person at the 
head of the line, at a signal from the leader, starts 
weaving in and out of his own line. He must go all the 
way to the end of the line and return. Then the next 
person in line must do the same, making sure that he 
goes around the first person in line before starting down 
the rest and so forth until all the persons have had a 
turn, each one making sure that they go around those 
who have already had their turns. 

Shamrock Hunt 

Hide shamrocks around the room. The persons who 
finds the largest number in a given time, wins a small 
prize. 

Kissing The Blarney Stone 

Place a smooth stone on the floor. Form two lines. 
Players must run to the end of the room, get down on 
their knees, kiss the stone and run back. The next per- 
son in line must then run up and kiss the stone and 
run back. The group finishing first wins. 

A Blarney Circle 

Form two circles, the girls cn the inside and the 
boys on the outside. Have someone play the piano and 
the two circles start moving. As the music stops, the 
players stop moving. The boys and girls facing each 
other then must blarney until the music starts again. 
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By ESTHER BACHOFER 
and CONNIE STRANDWITZ 


RELAND 


Potato Relay 

Have teams chosen. If the group is large, three or 
four teams may be used. If small, two will be enough. 
Draw a circle on the floor at each end of the room. Pro- 
vide the first person in each line with a table knife. He 
must roll the potato to the other end of the room, using 
the knife, place it in the circle and return it to the circle 
where he started. The rest of the players must do the 
same until all have taken part. The group finishing 
first wins. 


Scrambled Words 


(1) Okct. Cock. 

(2) Ftselab. Belfast. 

(3) Ldunbi. Dublin. 

(4) Ilicermk. Limerick. 

(5) Lainkelyr. Killarney. 

(6) Pityreprat. Tipperary. 

(7) Lyenrab Elctas. Blarney Castle. 
(8) Nonanhs Vreri. Shannon Rivec. 
(9) Etdedsre Avligel. Deserted Village. 


Another Potato Race 

Groups are again chosen, or the same groups may 
be used, and each group is given three large size po- 
tatoes. At a given signal the first person in line is given 
a teaspoon. He must pick up a potato with the spoon 
without the aid of his other hand, run to the end of the 
room, leave the potato and come back for the other two. 
The next person must run to the other end of the room 
pick up the potatoes in the same manner, and return 
with them. This continues until all persons have had a 
turn. The group finishing first, wins. 

Irish Curiosity 

Place boxes on the table. Pass out slips of paper to 
each of the persons present, each person receiving two 
slips with a different number on them. On these slips 
the guests write on one a question and the other an 
answer. The questions are all placed in one box and 
the answers in the other box. When all have been writ- 
ten, the boxes are shaken up and the questions and 
answers are drawn and read; for instance, question No. 
1 is read and whoever has answer No. 1 must be read. 

Irish Sing 

Most of the Irish songs are familiar to us and are 
very popular. Have someone mimeograph the songs, 
such as “Wearing of the Green,” “Mother Machree,” 
“My Wild Irish Rose,” “The Last Rose of Summer,’ 
“When Irish Eyes Are Smiling,” “It’s a Long Way To 
Tipperary,” ‘Where the River Shannon Flows” and 
any others that you might know. Be sure to have the 
music to these, so the pianist can play them and every- 
one will enjoy this singing. 

Refreshments 

Serve platters of potato salad and ham, with rolls 
and coffee, or ham sandwiches, and potato chips and 
pickles, and tea or coffee. 

If lighter refreshments are desired, serve green jello 
with small cookies or pretzels. 
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The CHILDREN of the CHURCH 


By ELLA ENGEL, Secretary 


A Check-Up 
With voluntary attendance on part of children and 
voluntary instruction, it behooves all of us to share the 
responsibility of The Children of the Church, if all our 
boys and girls are going to have the privilege and bene- 
fits of this inspiring program. 


Parents 

Do you know the program of The Children of the 
Church? 

Do you know that the aim of The Children of the 
Church is “to help the children grow in Christian faith 
and love, and to express the same through joyful and 
effective participation in all phases of the life and work 
of the Church at home and abroad.” 

Do you know that all children—birth to twelve 
years of age are eligible? 

Does your Church have a Children of the Church 
program? 

Do you know the Children of the Church leader? 

Are your children enrolled in The Children of the 
Church? 

Do you encourage regular attendance? 

Have you visited The Children of the Church ses- 
sions? 

Have you inquired about your child’s work? 

Have you inquired how you might help the leader? 

Do you know the literature used in The Children 
of the Church program? 

If your Church does not have a Children of the 
Church, speak to your pastor to see if steps cannot be 
taken to have The Children of the Church program in 
your Church. Write The Children of the Church office, 
713 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Penna., for the 
promotional packet. 


Children of the Church Leaders 

Do you have all eligible boys and girls in your 
groups? z 

Do you know the background of your boys and 
girls? 

Do ‘you know the parents? 

Are you making the best possible preparation for 
your sessions? : 

Do you know who your Synodical Children of the 
Church Secretary, or Conference Secretary, is? She is 
ready to help you wherever possible. 3 

Do you know who your Synodical Children of- the 
Church Treasurer is? Do you send your contributions 
to the Treasurer regularly? 


Pastors, Councilmen, Sunday School Superintendents, 

Women’s Missionary Society, Luther Leaguers 

Do you know the progress your Children of the 
Church group is making? 

Do the children have attractive room in which to 
work? 

Do they have the necessary materials and equip- 
ment? 
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Do you help to support the program financially? 
If you do not have a Children of the Church pro- 
gram in your Church, do you know the reason? 


Young Men and Women, Yes, All 
Men and Women 

Rey. Paul John Kirsch, in his sermon on the last 
Sunday of the old year presented this resolution to the 
congregation for their acceptance: “Resolve during the 
coming year to make some altogether new or some sig- 
nificantly larger Christian contribution to the world we 
live in.” 

What will be your 1940 contribution to The Chil- 
dren of the Church? Jesus’ admonition is still the same, 
“Feed my lambs.” 

Recently visiting eighteen synods at twenty-two 
centers it was gratifying to see the interest manifested in 
The Children of the Church program and to hear the 
enthusiastic comments from pastors, leaders, parents 
and children. But the trip also made us conscious of the 
fact that we must use every possible way to make The 
Children of the Church program available for all our 
children. To do this we need many enthusiastic and 
interested leaders—men and women who are willing to 
give of their time and talents in the service of the 
Master. 

What is your altogether new or significantly larger 
Christian contribution going to be? 


“Tf only we in earnest were 
About our Christian work, 

We could not then sit idly by 
And Christian duty shirk, 

Not duty, but a privilege rare, 
Regard the Mastér’s call, 

For in these tasks that come to us 
He speaks to one and all.” 


—Ivy Heilman Harmon, 
“The Lutheran,” January 3, 1940 


THE BLESSED CROSS 


By C. ADAM 
O cross, thou symbol dear to all 
Who Jesus Christ their Savior call, 
We think upon thee evermore, 
An emblem from the days of yore, 
And treasure thee in memory, 
Thou sign of Christianity. 


Thou bor’st the body of our Lord, 

When men’s.great wrath on Him was poured, 
And thus thou wast the altar made 

On which the debt of sin was paid; 

The blood of Jesus. o’er thee flowed 

To free the race from sin’s great load. 


Thy bloodstained form is empty now, 
Fulfilled in God’s eternal vow; 

The evil foe must own defeat; 

The Savior’s triumph is complete; 
And with Him share the victory 

His own, throughout eternity. 


O cross, thy story we proclaim, 

Free grace for all in Jesus’ name, 

That many more might rescued be, 

And saved for heav’n eternally. 

Lord, grant that all might know the cross, 
And count all other things but dross. 
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ACTIVITES Ol aint iN 


NEW JERSEY 


The ‘‘busiest’”” and ‘“‘buzz-iest’”’ creatures in Jersey are its 
“Skeeters’ and its ‘Leaguers.’”? Last month some would seem to 
have been “swatted,”’ but with this issue there is evidence of “hum- 
ming” again as over against “bumming!” Give a listen .... ! 

B-z-z-z! Have you heard? Five years of service as President 
of our Central District came to an end at the January Rally which 
was held in Union. Genial and popular ‘“‘Nick’’ Friday was suc- 
ceeded by his “sidekick” Ernie Knoblauch of Elizabeth. Their next 
rally will be held in Cranford. 

B-z-z-z! Our Liberia project quota is just about one-half raised 
at this writing, and under Missionary Secretary Ella Kaack’s direc- 
tion contributions are pouring in to a glorious tune. 


B-z-z-z! Seventy-five Leaguers braved snow and sleet to attend 
a Shore District Rally at Red Bank, on January 8th. An address 
on ‘“Peter’s Stewardship,” by Pastor McCullough of Keyport, was 
followed by a recreational hour of games and a community sing. 
Atonement Lutheran Church in Asbury Park will be the scene of 
the next rally, March 11th. 

B-z-z-z! There'll be “wings over New Jersey’’ again this year, 
for Hudson River District has launched plans for its “Flying Squad- 


ron’? to make the fraternal visits that are so successful. Other “‘tide- 
ings” from this river frontier bring notice of the next rally on 
February 19th in the specific interest of the Liberia project. The 


offering will be sent along to the Luther League of America towards 
New Jersey’s quota. 

B-z-z-z! Bergen District installed its newly-elected officers at a 
communion service in Grace Church, River Edge, Sunday, January 
7th. President George Lawton, Jr., was re-elected. A brief talk, 
“Building For Christ,’ was delivered by the State President, Alfred 
L. Beck. The Liberia emphasis will be applied at St. Paul’s Church 
in Teaneck, on February 20th, with Rev. Roy L. Yund, former 
Missionary to Liberia, as the speaker. 


B-z-z-z! The Southern and Trenton Districts are still enjoying 
their usual fellowship and enthusiasm, in spite of the fact that some 
of their societies are now affliated with the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania’s Synodical Luther League and the rest will soon be in- 
volved in the Central Pennsylvania Synod’s reorganization of its 
youth along the same lines. These two Districts met simultaneously 
on January 18th, and both sponsored a Liberia program. In Trenton 
Rey. Roy L. Yund of Westville (he’s a busy man this bi-ennium), 
made his presentation augmented by his ‘‘trunkful’’ of relics from 
Africa. In Runnemede the Southern District ‘‘Skeeters’”” viewed the 
motion pictures on ‘‘Our Mission in Liberia.” 

B-z-z-z! What prominent Publicity Chairman and Editor figured 
in a Christmas engagement to ’Lisbeth Rechtenbach of Philadelphia? 
Professional modesty forbids our answering this—but we will say 
that your correspondent was “threatened” if this item was not in- 
cluded in this release! 

EUGENE H. KELCHNER, Publicity Chairman 


It has been the aim of the Intermediate Department of the New 


Jersey Luther League to contact each and every adviser in the 
State, if not personally, then by correspondence, at least once a 
month. Although, as is the case in many Luther Leagues, it’s hard 


to find time on the part of the advisers to reply to mail addressed to 
them, our experiences have been satisfying and encouraging. 


The evidence of interest manifested on the part of the Inter- 
mediates throughout the State leads us to believe that New Jersey 
League, with this backing and cooperation, will be one of the first 
Leagues ‘over the top’ in the Liberia Project. 


After the organization of the Hudson River District and Bergen 
District Intermediates into active District Leagues, the State Sec- 
retary received a letter from the newly-appointed Central District 
Intermediate Secretary, Miss Laura Vroom, asking for details on 
District organization in order that they might develop their Inter- 
mediate work in this way there, too! Looks like New Jersey is go- 
ing ahead with foresight and vision in District organization. Our 
dreams and ideals now visualize a State organization of the Inter- 
mediates in New Jersey, should all of the Districts desire to further 
this work among our 'teen-agers! Progress will be reported at future 
dates. 

ANNA H. ZOPHS 
State Intermediate Secretary 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST DISTRICT 


The third annual Christmas Rally of the Pacific Northwest Dis- 
trict of the Pacific Synod, was sponsored by University Luther 
League, Seattle, on December 3. 


Approximately 100 Leaguers and guests were present from 
Vancouver, B. C., Blaine, Bellingham, Everett and four Seattle 
groups. 


The rally theme was ‘Peace On Earth, Good Will To Men.” 
A panel discussion, participated in by Luther Jansen, Gertrude Kin- 


nell, Kenneth Selander and Allen Bilderback, and followed by a 
general discussion, featured the afternoon meeting in the social 
hall of the Church. 

Alan Johnson, President of University League, arranged the 


program and Henry Rumberger led the singing. 


Following a social hour and supper, a candlelight vesper serv- 
ice was held in the Church, the speaker being Rev. L. H. Stein- 
hoff, pastor of University Church. 


The group then adjourned to St. James’ Church in West Seattle, 
where the St. James’ Leaguers presented the play, ‘‘The Other 
Shepherd,” a very fitting conclusion to a fine rally. 

ELSIE HALL, Historian 


OHIO 

Pre-Lenten Retreats. The four Conference Executive Commit- 
tees are arranging for Pre-Lenten Retreats for Lutheran young 
folks, to be held at various points throughout the Synod on Sunday, 
February 4. In the past two years these Retreats have proven 
highly interesting and beneficial. The purpose of these inspirational 
meetings is to afford a special opportunity for young people of the 
Synod to unite in prayerful consideration of the way they will ob- 
serve the season of Lent. The program is designed to focus the 
minds of all these Christians upon the meaning of the supreme Sac- 
rifice which Christ made for us. 


The theme to be used throughout the Synod is ‘The Cords of 
the Cross.” The Scriptural basis is I Peter 2:21-25. Three 15-min- 
ute meditations are to be given. The topics for these are the three 
cords which bound Christ to the cross: “Our Sins,” ‘A Saviour’s 
Love,” and ‘Resignation to the Divine Will.” 


1940 Calendar. The 1940 Luther League Calendar should be 
in the hands of every President of each League. The objectives for 
January are clearly set down. Be sure to make plans to complete 
them so that you make a great and good beginning. Remember the 
plan is to write the word completed across each month’s program in 
red ink as soon as your League has carried out all the objectives 
listed for that month. Do everything in your power to have your 
League keep in step with all the other progressive Leagues in the 
Synod. Remember, this calendar is provided to help you with your 
work. 


Western Conference Convention. St. Lucas Church, Toledo, 
Rey. Marvin Sielken, pastor, cordially welcomed the convention 
within its beautiful sanctuary, .Sessions began on Friday, November 
24, at 10:00 A. M., with the call to worship by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. W. Larson, pastor of Hope Church in Toledo. Pastor Larson 
struck the keynote of the theme, ‘Personal Disciplesship.’? The ad- 
dress of welcome was given by Miss Edith Arft and the response 
was spoken by the President, Miss Norma Simonis, Tiffin. The con- 
vention was arranged for definite benefit to all through four dis- 
cussion topics. The largest session was the fellowship “dinner and 
the Communion Service on Friday evening, when nearly 175 were 
present. The address at the dinner was presented by Rev. H. R. 
Kunkle, Paulding. The sermon at the Communion service was given 
by Rev. D. T. Holland, Akron. Two important and interesting 
features of the convention were the presentation and dedication of 
the Conference Life Service Flag. The flag was presented by the 
Toledo Federation of Luther Leagues through its President, Robert 
Cox. Miss Marian Sbach, State Life Service Secretary, received it 
and assisted the Chaplain in the dedicatory service. The second high- 
light was the presentation of the work with Intermediates by the 
State Intermediate Secretary, Rev. Walden M. Holl, Franklin. 

Southern Conference Rally. Nearly 350 Leaguers assembled in 
St. Mark’s Church, Osborn, for the Fall Rally of Southern Con- 
ference. The theme, ‘Youth on the March,” was carried out in 
various addresses and discussion groups. Provision was made for 
the Leaguers to discuss various types of activity. Much of the 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


success of the Rally was due to the fine bit of publicity which went 
out beforehand. Mr. Wray Smith, Auburn, Springfield, was in 
charge of this fine work. Miss Dorotha Kette, First Church, Dayton, 
is President of the Conference. 


With the Leaguers, The Springfield Federation met in Third 
Lutheran Church, Springfield, on December 14, for their winter 
meeting. The program was in the form of a Christmas Party with 
the various Leagues presenting short skits or musical numbers. A 
good number were in attendance. The program was preceded by a 
chili supper and a Federation business session. 


As a part of the Christmas celebration in the Norwood Lutheran 
Church, Cincinnati, the Luther League presented a drama, Sunday 
Evening, December 17, the title of which was “The Shepherd of 
Bethlehem.” 


Friendship in Luther League circles is always precious, It is 
especially so when it is begun in National conventions. Enroute to 
Long Beach two Leaguers from Mississippi became close friends of 
several Ohio Leaguers. So much did this friendship mean that 
these two Mississippi Leaguers came to Ohio to spend Christmas 
vacation. Misses Sarah and Mary Shanks of Jackson, Mississippi, 
were the guests of Misses Elizabeth Roemer, Ida Clossman, and 
Lucy Swingle at Zanesville. A dinner party was given in honor 
of these Southern Ladies in Zanesville on Tuesday, December 26, 
when ten persons were graciously entertained by the hostesses of 
the Shanks. 

HAROLD LANGE 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 
“Hello, Central!” 


“Phone-y” as this salutation may sound, it “rings” true! For, 
is not this Luther League Review our “exchange” for news and 
views, and is not this article the first ‘“‘call’’ we’ve put through as 
a synodically affiliated group? 


That it is, so why not put the “receiver” to your ear to hear 
what comes “over the wire’ through “‘central?”’ 


HARrisburg 10-12-39! Hello! This is our Synodical Commit- 
tee to The Luther League of America, reporting on a special meet- 
ing held to make provision for adaptation of the youth program due 
to the action of another Synod in organizing its youth synodically. 
Plans are being laid for effecting a temporary organization to meet 
the crisis which will exist in the territory of our Synod. 


HARrisburg 11-4-39! Hello! Your Committee met on this date 
with some of the District Presidents to draw up a proposed Con- 
stitution and to lay other plans. 


HARrisburg 12-2-38! Hello! We are calling from Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Harrisburg, where the now dissolved Luther 
League of Pennsylvania was organized in 1894. Three hundred and 
sixty Lutheran young people are here on a rainy Saturday morning 
and afternoon, to effect the temporary organization of “The Luther 
League of The Central Pennsylvania Synod of The United Lutheran 
Church in America.” Kenneth W. Dry, State President, was elected 
to the highest office in the power of the delegates assembled. Dr. 
Amos John Traver, D.D., former General Secretary of the Luther 
League of America, spoke to the gathering. 

HARrisburg 1-13-40! Hello! Two meetings are being held this 
day in old Zion Church, Harrisburg. In the one the Synodical 
Committee on Luther League is considering the adopted Constitu- 
tion and organizing further procedures and plans, as well as approv- 
ing a report of their ad-interim actions to the Synod in its May 
session. In the other conclave the new Executive Committee of this 
new League is meeting to make Committee appointments, to set 
the amount of the dues obligation, and to look ahead to the first 
annual Convention to be held this summer, as well as a host of other 
considerations. 


But we see that our "’time’s up’ and that we must now “hang 
up” until next month! However, you will please be assured that 
this is one “line” that will always be ‘“‘busy!’”’ 


We'll give you a “ring’’ next month at this time! 
EUGENE H. KELCHNER, Publicity Secretary 


The Johnstown District Luther League Executive Committee is 
Planning to give the play, “Simon, The Leper,” at the Churches 
throughout the District, to get money for a new Convention Fund 
for the Convention in Canada. The Annual Missionary Rally of the 
District was held in the Hooversville Lutheran Church, January 8, 
at which time the new Missionary project for Africa was presented 
by Elizabeth Coleman, District Missionary Secretary. The mission 
work done by Margaret Stewart was given by Phyllis Schrader, who 
also displayed some handwork done in Africa. 


The annual workers conference will be held February 25, at 
which each secretary will present the work to be done in the year 
1940. 

Leagues throughout the District are holding social meetings. 

During the past year the number of Leagues has increased as 
well as the number of Leaguers. 

PHYLLIS SCHRADER 
District Publicity Secretary 


MARCH, 1940 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 


The Luther League of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and 
the Adjacent States is now fully organized and ready to begin work 
in the promotion of the program of The Luther League of America 
under the leadership of the following officers: President, Earl C. 
Punchard, Philadelphia; First Vice-President, Kenneth Hildebrand, 


Wilkes-Barre; Second Vice-President and Extension Chairman, 
Luther Killian, Lancaster; Secretary, Viola Wilt, McAlisterville; 
Assistant Secretary, Doris Peoples, Maple Shade, New Jersey; 


Treasurer, James Houseberg, Bangor; Executive Secretary, Anna M. 
Schlegel, Allentown; and Pastoral Advisor, Rev. Corson C. Snyder, 
of Bethlehem. Members-at-Large include: Ernest Bardsley, Sellers- 
ville; Franklin L. Brobst, Mahonoy City; William Bewley, Reading; 
and Louise Shronk, of Philadelphia. 


The Departmental Secretaries are: Educational, Frederick Gehr, 
Williamsport; Missionary, Dorothy Phillips, Phillipsburg, N. J.; 
Life Service, Ruth Niemeyer, Pittston; Intermediate Mrs. Elizabeth 
Turkheimer, Philadelphia; Publicity, Francis K. Kline. 


The first of the annual conventions of the newly organized 
Ministerium League will be held July 17, 18 and 19, in St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Allentown, Pennsylvania, Rev. William C. Schaef- 
fer, D.D., pastor, with the Luther League of the Allentown Confer- 
ence as host. 


A most outstanding program is being arranged by the com- 
mittee. “Seek Ye First The Kingdom of God’ will be the conven- 
tion theme. Special features will include a banquet, an open forum 
on Bible Study and discussion grcups on both Youth Problems and 
the departmental work of the Luther League. Subjects to be dis- 
cussed under Youth Problems include Marriage, Moral Problems, 
Recreation, Democracy and Christian Faith. Additional highlights 
of the convention will be the ve:per service in the Muhlenberg 
College Chapel and the candlelight installation service in the un- 
usually beautiful, new St. John’s Church. 

FRANCIS K. KLINE 


NEW YORK 


Winter finds the Luther Leaguers of New York State with a 
variety of indoor functions, not to forget a good share of outdoor 
activities. Having had a successful Unity Dinner on November 28th 
in all Districts with an attendance of approximately 1,000, or an 
increase over 1938 of about 25%, attention is now turned to Workers’ 
Conferences, Winter Rallys and the planning of spring programs. 


Although it’s winter and 1940, Luther Leaguers of the Empire 
State aren’t forgetting summer and 1943, the year we celebrate our 
50th Anniversary—we hope you aren’t either. Come to New York 
in 1943 for the Luther League of America Convention. Remember, 
ACNY! 

CLARENCE L. NEUN 
Publicity Secretary, Luther League 
of New York State 


Long Island District 


With the spirit of the holidays entering into the hearts of all, 
the Walther and Luther Leagues of Queens District joined together 
for a social “Blind Date Party,’’ which was held at the Walther 
Leaguers’ Grace Church, Queens Village. Julie Lehmann, Secretary 
of the Long Island District Luther League, was Chairlady. Did we 
hear ‘‘What is a Blind Date Party?’’ Well, the blind date part came 
in when every Leaguer was asked to wear a mask, and as the 
various persons entered, they were given tags, a Walther Leaguer 
being paired cff with a Luther Leaguer (boy and girl combination), 
immediately starting off together to join in a game. The games 
were under the direction of Dan Lehmann, President of the Long 
{sland District Luther League, and were all called by catchy names 
which blended with the occasion, such as ‘Going to Niagara’’ in- 
stead of “Going to Jerusalem,” etc. After some folk dancing, we 
were glad to partake of the refreshments which our Walther League 
friends had provided for us. We then had a short song fest which 
ended in singing ‘‘Auld Lang Syne,” parting from our old and new- 
found blind date friends with everyone looking forward to our next 
gathering. 


January, 1940, means to the Long Island District Luther 
League more than just “‘Happy New Year,” which we take this 
occasion to say to all our League friends throughout the land. It 
means that we are once again given the opportunity of presenting 
to our Long Islanders our Luther League Institute. Started last 
year by our District, under the direction of our Educational Secre- 
tary, Albert P. Roeper, with the purpose of educationally serving our 
young people, better enabling them to understand yesterday’s events, 
today’s problems and tomorrow’s possibilities, we are expanding 
from three courses to five. 

The courses are as follows: ‘‘The New Testament and How It 
Came To Be,” Rev. Raymond C. Deitz, D.D., Pastor of Holy Trini- 
ty Church, Hollis, L. I.; ‘‘The History of the Lutheran Church in 
America,” Rey. Alfred J. Krahmer, M.A., Pastor of Epiphany 
Lutheran Church, Laurelton, L. I., who is also our Dean; “Our 
Queens Community,” Rev. Ambrose Herring, D.D., Executive Sec- 
retary of Lutheran Welfare Council; ‘The Externals of Worship,” 
Rev. George Deitrich, Pastor of the Lutheran Church of Our 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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Youths Faith in Action 


Luther Leaguers give their enthusiastic support to the 
Plan of Promotion 


@ The Year 1940. In the further de- 
development of the Promotional 
Plan in The United Lutheran Church 
in America the year 1940 is to be 
Youth Year. A suggested program 
for a church-wide series of Regional 
Meetings for Youth, several months 
in the making, was approved by the 
Committee of Executive Secretaries 
at its meeting in New York, January 
2. A report of this suggested pro- 
gram was received with approval by 
the presidents of synods at their reg- 
ular biennial meeting in Harrisburg 
a month earlier (December 5 and 6). 


® “Youth’s Faith in Action.” This 
is to be the general theme for all the 
meetings, and is to receive special 
emphasis in all presentations and 
section conferences. 


Efforts will be centered on getting 
all our young people between the 
ages of 15 and 23, inclusive, to these 
Regional Meetings. The pastor and 
one member of the Church Council 
from each congregation will be in- 
vited. Others interested will be wel- 
come at any of the meetings, but 
tepresentatives of the three groups 
definitely mentioned in this para- 
graph will comprise the official per- 
sonnel in each instance. 


Unlike the Group Meetings, the 
Pastors’ Institutes, and the Church 
Councilmen’s Conferences, the time 
limit for the Regional Meetings for 
Youth will be restricted to a two 
weeks’ period—September 15 to Oc- 
tober 1, if that can possibly be done. 


The speakers and discussion leaders 
will be men and women who are fa- 
miliar with the problems of the youth 
of our Church who have worked out 
successful youth programs them- 
selves and can talk out of their own 
individual experience. It is planned 
to have instruction meetings for all 
speakers and discussion group lead 
ers. Expenses incurred in the set- 
up of all Regional Meetings will be 
paid by the Committee of Executive 
Secretaries. 


® Outline of Program. The program 

will be based on The Order for Con- 

firmation. The outline as approved 

by the Committee of Executive Sec- 

retaries follows: 

1. Worship. A litany especially pre- 
pared for all meetings, carrying 
some of the words from The 
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Order of Confirmation. Scripture 
and hymns to be selected by the 
author of the litany. 


2. “A Promise with a Privilege.’ (In- 
terpreting The Order for Confir- 
mation.) 

(a) The Promise. 

(b) Interpretation of “spiritual 
privileges” (in The Order for 
Confirmation). 

(c) Ways in which these “spirit- 
ual privileges’ may be exer- 
cised in The United Lutheran 
Church in America. 


Time of presentation, twenty min- 


utes. 

3. Discussion—on questions previ- 
ously announced, and on ques- 
tions from the floor. Forty-five 
minutes. 

4. “My Forward Look.’ Closing 
presentation. (Not to exceed tea 
minutes.) 


5. Worship sections at beginning and 
end to be within twenty minutes— 
fifteen for opening and five for 
closing. 


@ Literature: A Pamphlet and a 
Study Book. A pamphlet entitled, 
“A Promise with a Privilege,” simi- 
lar in make-up to the “Men with a 
Mission” pamphlet used in the 
Church Councilmen’s Conferences 
last fall, will be prepared for free 
distribution at all meetings. A study 
booklet, similar in make-up to Dr. 
Bagger’s “Forty Thousand Strong,” 
to be used as a follow-up in young 
people’s groups, has been authorized. 
The subject and price will be an- 
nounced later. 

Dr. Gould Wickey, Mr. Harry 
Hodges, and Dr. S. White Rhyne, 
representing the Board of Executive 
Secretaries, and Miss Nona Diehl, 
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representing the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society, and Dr. Paul M. Kin- 
ports, representing The Luther 
League of America, are the commit- 
tee in general charge of the pro- 
gram and the literature as authorized. 


® Set-up Through Regular Channels, 
As in the set-up of the 260 Group 
Meetings in 1937, the ninety Pastors’ 
Institutes in 1938, and the 237 Church 
Councilmen’s Conferences in 1939, 
there will be no new organization 
set-up for the Regional Meetings for 
Youth in 1940. In the development 
of the Promotional Plan since its 
adoption by the Columbus Conven- 
tion in 1936 everything has been 
done through regularly constituted 
synodical channels. The initial step 
in each of the three preceding years 
in the set-up of the Church-wide 
series of meetings was to contact all 
presidents of synods. And the initial 
step this year in the set-up of the 
Regional Meetings for Youth was to 
address a letter to all presidents of 
synods the eighth of January. 

This is one of the distinguishing 
features of the Promotional Plan. 
The tendency nowadays in Church 
and government is to accompany 
every new program with a new or- 
ganization set-up, thus substituting 
inexperienced for experienced leaders 
all too frequently, and adding un- 
necessary financial expenditures. 


The wisdom of our committee’s 
method of procedure, under the per- 
sonal supervision of Doctor Knubel, 
is evidenced by our modest expendi- 
tures each year, the fine spirit of co- 
operation and confidence on the part _ 
of Church officers, synodical officials, 
pastors and lay workers, and the in- 
creased interest of both clergy and 
laity in the whole program of the 
whole Church—at home and abroad. 


@® Our Goal Unchanged. Our goal 
during 1940 will continue to be: 
“Forward Together—in His Name— 
through His Church—with His 
Means.” Such a goal helps us to re- 
member it is His program (not ours) ¢ 
His cause (not ours), His Church 
(not ours), we are developing 
through the Promotional Plan. 
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FROM THE MAIL BAG 


“We feel that our Luther League would be incom- ) 
plete without several copies of the ‘Luther League Re- \ 


view, and some of our Leaguers feel that their homes 
would be incomplete without the Review, so that here ) 


Send your subscription by return mail! \ 


/ is our club subscription for the year 1940.” 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
EASTER BASKETS 

Bunnies, baskets, eggs and new clothes are pre- 
dominant factors in the thoughts of both young and old 
as Easter time approaches. We are not discussing in 
this article the advisability of giving these objects such 
prominence in our thinking, but we do want to consider 
for a moment the Easter Basket. 

All of us have seen baskets—big baskets, little bas- 
kets, strawberry baskets, potato baskets, sewing bas- 
kets; all sizes, shapes and color, but the gayest of all 
is the Easter Basket. Unless filled it is also the most 
useless. 

The idea of the Easter Basket probably originated 
as a substitute for the straw or twig and leaf nests 
formerly used in Europe to hold the eggs which were 
hidden (presumably by the Easter Bunny) for the chil- 
dren on Easter morning. 

The Luther League of America has an Easter Bas- 
ket—The Sustaining Membership Fund. It is a colorful 
one because it is colored with the variety of help it can 
give to the program of The Luther League of America. 
It is a large one, capable of holding many Sustaining, 
Contributing, Gift, Alumni and Memorial Memberships. 
If it remains empty of these gifts, it is a useless one. 
We hope that you will help fill this Easter Basket by 
sending in one of these Memberships immediately to 
The Luther League of America. 

Note: Write The Luther League of America for 
an Easter Basket container if you wish to use it to send 
in your gift. 


MILDRED GARTELMANN 
Chairman, Sustaining Membership Committee 


_ YOUR 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP 


CHAIRMAN 
For 1940 


MISS MILDRED GARTELMANN 


Savannah, Georgia 


SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 


Senior Topics— Theme For March: ‘‘Common Mistakes”’ 


Use the “Luther League Topics’ for supplementary topic material 


SENIOR TOPICS 
March 3, 1940 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
ABOUT LENT 


Isaiah 58:1-12 
(By Rev. C. S. Roberts, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada) 


Suggested Program 

Hymn: “Sweet The Moments, Rich In Blessing” 

Psalm 32 

Prayer: “Let Thy blessings be upon us, Heavenly Father, as we 
pass through these holy days in which we remember the suffer- 
ings and death of our dear Lord; and grant that His holy ex- 
ample being ever before us we may follow Him in willing obedi- 
ence, learn His gracious humility, and, being filled with His 
love and spirit of self-sacrifice, learn the lesson of a life pleas- 
ing to Thee and helpful to our fellowmen, through Him who 
loved us and gave Himself for us, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.” 

Hymn: “Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross” 

Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 58:1-12 

Presentation of the Topic 

Discussion and Questions 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

Special Music 

Offering 

Prayer, followed by Lord’s Prayer 


MARCH,, 1940 


Bible Readings 
Revelation 3 :13-22 
Matthew 6:1-18 


Isaiah 1:1-20 
Matthew 23 :23-33 
James 1:21-27 


My Lent is a time of Denial 

Of social and private affairs, 

To grant me a larger occasion 

For worship, for Scripture, for prayer. 


My Lent is a time of Confessing 
My Sin and my faith all complete— 
To point out the way of salvation, 
Or humbly to kneel at His feet. 
Lent Esteemed by Lutherans 
In our Lutheran Church, Lent is widely observed. 
In many countries of the world Lutheran people pause 
at this season of the year to commemorate the suffering 
and death of the Lord. Strange though it may seem, 
there are some bodies of Christians that regard Lent as 
differing very little from other seasons of the Church 
year. But to us Lutherans Lent has a solemn and sacred 
meaning. The special services which are held, the in- 
creased attendances at Church, the greater devotion of 
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our members to God, the special efforts put forth to 
gather in the unsaved, these and other things indicate 
the high esteem with which we regard Lent. 


Formal Observance Widespread 

Let us be frank, though, in admitting that our ob- 
servance of Lent is not always what God wants it to 
be. During Lent it has become customary with many 
people to refrain from worldly pleasures. They cease 
going to the movies and attending parties and dances. 
They give up playing cards. Some even refrain from 
smoking. And by such abstinence from worldly pleas- 
ures and amusements many think they fittingly observe 
Lent, and believe nothing more is required. 

In Isaiah’s day the Jews thought likewise. They ab- 
stained from things worldly and were zealous in the 
performance of their external religious duties, and they 
imagined nothing more was needed to put them into 
right relation with God and to win His favor. When 
told otherwise, they were at a loss to understand why 
their actions did not meet with the Lord’s approval. 
“Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and Thou seest 
not? Wherefore have we afflicted our soul and Thou 
takest no knowledge?” 


External Fasting Valueless 

Fasting that is only outward cannot win the ap- 
proval of the Lord who looks not upon the outward ap- 
pearance but upon the heart. Though they strictly con- 
formed to all outward regulations of the law, the Jews 
of Isaiah’s time were disregarding its true spirit. The 
law definitely required that during a time of fasting all 
work cease. But while these men refrained from labor 
themselves they compelled their hired servants and 
slaves to continue working. For their help there was no 
cessation of labor. 

Furthermore, they fasted not with a glad and will- 
ing heart, but solely because the law required it of 
them. Consequently they derived no joy, no peace of 
heart, no spiritual benefit from their fasting, but became 
irritable and quarrelsome, even engaging in fights, 
“smiting with godless fist,” as the prophet points out. 
How could this kind of fasting be acceptable to God? 

How often many of us make the mistake of thinking 
God is pleased with us even though our fasting, our ob- 
servance of Lent is of an outward nature? By giving 
up pleasures in which we ordinarily indulge; by holding 
aloof from things definitely known to be worldly; by 
putting on an outward appearance of religiosity, even 
though there is present within us no heartfelt desire to 
grow more into the likeness of Christ, we foolishly im- 
agine we fittingly observe Lent and God is pleased with 
us. But are we justified in assuming this? 


Isaiah Points The True Way 
If the Jews were to please the Lord with their fast- 
ing, they must, the prophet assures them, do three 
things besides observing the letter of the law: 

1. Cleanse their hearts of all evil—“loose the bonds 
of wickedness.” 

2. Cease oppressing their fellowmen—‘“undo the 
heavy burdens” and “let the oppressed go 
free.” 

3. Be kind and merciful to the destitute—“deal thy 
bread to the hungry” and “bring the poor that 
are cast out to thy house.” 
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That is the kind of fast the Lord delights in, because 
it reveals sincerity and a genuine change of heart. 


Lent’s Meaning For Us 

If we are to derive from our fast true blessings for 
our soul, Lent must be to us more than forty days of 
abstinence from sinful pleasures and worldly enjoyments. 

1. Lent’s foremost purpose is reverently to re- 
call to our minds the suffering and death of our Saviour. 
They are to be the object of our prayerful meditation. 
What it cost the Saviour to redeem us from sin and 
death, His divine love and compassion for our lost world 
—unless our thoughts earnestly dwell upon these things 
Lent will lose for us its deeper and higher meaning. 

The thought of Christ’s sufferings and death led 
the early Christians to observe firstly, Good Friday, then 
Holy Week as a special period when through medita- 
tion and prayer they sought to understand more fully 
the meaning of Christ’s atoning sacrifice, until finally 
the time was lengthened to forty days when special at- 
tention was to be given to the consideration of Christ’s 
passion. In the center of our observance of Lent must 
stand our crucified Lord if it is to have meaning and 
value for our souls. 

2. It is needful also that we devote more time to 
the study and to meditation of God’s Word. What a 
source of power and light God’s Word is! What grace 
and strength it gives to resist and overcome temptation! 
Yet many expect to be Christians without giving earnest 
attention to God’s Word. A plan cannot live without 
water and sunshine. Our bodies need food and drink 
to keep them alive. Likewise our souls need the grace 
and life God’s Word imparts. Especially during Lent 
should we read over and over again with reverent, 
prayerful hearts the story of Christ’s sufferings and 
death as related in the Gospels. 

3. Prayer should also occupy a large place in our 
lives during this season. Now prayer is not merely 
asking for what we think we need. Prayer is communion 
with God. Prayer is keeping silent before God that He 
may speak to our soul, show us our sins and transgres- 
sions, but also the abundance of His love and mercy in 
Christ Jesus. Earnest prayer cleanses the soul of sin, 
gives power to overcome the temptations of the world 
and the devil, makes us men and women of God. 

Lent has indeed many purposes. It should be a 
time when we delight in coming into God’s house there 
to join in worship with our fellow believers; a season 
when we make earnest confession of our sins and make 
holiness of heart and life: the goal of our endeavors; and 
a period also when we manifest ani earnest concern for ~ 
the lost and perishing and go out to seek to win them 
for Christ. 

We can make Lent a season of blessing when our 
own passions are subdued and the voice of God is heard 
in our soul, when through meditation upon the suffer- 
ings and death of Christ, through Bible study and 
prayer the things of this world are pushed aside and God 
and His truth take possession of our life. Will we make 
Lent such a season? 


Questions 
1. Why do so many people think God is satisfied 
with the outward observance of His Word? ; 
2. What blessings did Jesus derive from: fasting 
forty days and nights? 
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3. What does Christ teach about fasting? 
4. What is the origin of the Lenten season? 
5. How was it observed by the early Christians? 


6. What misconceptions about Lent are common 
tcday? 


7. Of what value will Lent be if properly observed? 


March 10, 1940 
Passion Sunday 


ABOUT FAITH, CHARACTER AND 
GOOD DEEDS 
Remans 3:10-28 
(By Rey. C. S. Roberts, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada) 


Suggested Program 


Hymn: “Rock of Ages, Cleft For Me” 
Psalm 85 
Prayer: “‘Almighty God, who hast given us commandment to pray 
for the gift of the Holy Ghost: Most heartily we beseech Thee, 
through Jesus Christ our Advocate, to grant us Thy Holy 
Spirit, that He may quicken our hearts by Thy saving Word, 
and lead us unto all truth, that He may guide, instruct, en- 
lighten, govern, comfort, and sanctify us unto everlasting life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.” 
Hymn: ‘“‘He Leadeth Me; O Blessed Thought!” 
Scripture: Romans 3:10-28 
Presentation of Topic 
Discussion and Questions 
Special Music 
Offering 
Hymn: “I Need Thee, Precious Saviour’ 
Prayer, followed by Lord’s Prayer 
Benediction 
Bible Readings 
Hebrews 11:1-10 Matthew 5:13-20 
Matthew 8:1-13 Galatians 3:1-14 
I Peter 4:1-10 James 2:14-26 


Every school-boy knows how, for many centuries, 
men believed the world was flat. They imagined it simi- 
lar to a large pancake. One could sail to its outer edge, 
but must be careful not to drop off into nothingness. 
Even when Columbus and a few other pioneers sought 
to teach them the truth about the world being round, 
they held fast to the erroneous conceptions inherited 
from their forefathers. However, it is possible to be 
mistaken, not only about physical facts, but about more 
important matters. The heathen in their blindness bow 
down to wood and stone, thinking they are serving God. 
For centuries men have clung to errors which have hurt 
their spiritual life and closed their eyes to the truth. We 
boast that ours is an age of enlightenment, that a 
school-boy today knows more about the physical world 
than a college professor did a few centuries ago. Yet 
are there not many things about which we who claim 
enlightenment are mistaken and which are holding us 
back in our progress toward manhood and womanhood 
in Jesus Christ? 


Mistakes About Faith 

Often one hears it said: “It doesn’t matter much 
what a man believes so long as he tries to do right.” But 
is that statement true? Does it not matter if we believe 
in God or gold? If we build our hopes for eternity upon 
Christ or our own righteousness? If we believe in a 
day of judgment or think our acts have no consequences 
beyond this present life? If we hold God’s Word to be 
true or only a book of fables? 

Let us get this truth firmly established in our 
minds—what we believe is not unimportant, but of tre- 
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mendous importance for our life in this world and the 
next. Our beliefs mold our character, influence our ac- 
tions, decide our destiny. 

The centurion believed in Christ’s power to heal 
his servant so he came seeking His help. Without this 
faith he would have stayed at home. The woman of 
Canaan had faith in Christ’s power and compassion; 
therefore she sought His aid for her daughter “vexed 
with a devil.” Faith in the sturdiness of his ship sends 
the explorer into the frozen north. Confidence in a 
doctor’s ability causes us to summon his help when sick. 
Trust in our own powers sends us forth on many an 
errand of good and evil. What we believe matters in- 
deed. Our faiths shape and mold our characters, de- 
termine our daily actions. Without right faith we can- 
not do right any more than a thorn bush can produce 
grapes or figs. 

Daily, we should therefore, strive for the right faith, 
that is, faith which is in harmony with God’s will. “For 
without faith it is impossible to please God.” A'ind where- 
in does true faith consist? True faith has for its founda- 
tion absolute trust in God’s love and goodness and provi- 
dential care. It accepts the Scriptures as God’s revela- 
tion through which He makes known to us the way of 
life and light. It looks to Jesus Christ and trusts in His 
Grace for salvation. True faith is not mere. intellectual 
conviction, not taking something for granted as we do 
that the sun will rise tomorrow, but acceptance with our 
whole heart of every great, fundamental truth God has 
made known in His Word and the complete surrender of 
our life to Christ as our Saviour and Redeemer. Such 
faith has value. It gives life and salvation, peace and 
hope. It sends us forth on errands of mercy. It makes 
us children of God for time and eternity. 


Mistakes About Character 

Character and reputation are often confused. There 
is, however, a vast difference. Character is what I actual- 
ly am. Reputation should naturally be the outward and 
visible sign of the good that lies hidden in my heart. 
So often it is not. I may have a much better reputation 
than my character warrants. 

The Pharisees were looked upon as holy men. Did 
they not make long prayers, fast twice a week, give a 
tenth of all they possessed? Did they not keep God’s 
commands perfectly? But Jesus was not deceived. He 
looked beneath the external husk of feigned piety at 
their hearts. He saw them as they were—hypocrites 
who were shutting up the Kingdom of Heaven against 
men; devouring widow’s houses and for a pretence mak- 
ing long prayers; tithing mint, anise and cummin and 
omitting the weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy and faith; straining at gnats and swallowing 
camels. Therefore, He denounced them saying, “Ye 
serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?” 

On the other hand, Christ, the Holy One, of whom 
God testified: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased,” enjoyed the reputation of being a glutton 
and winebibber, and an associate of sinners. 

But what I am, not what men think of me, actually 
counts. Washington’s name will live forever, not be- 
cause he was a general of great ability or a statesman of 
unusual wisdom, but because of the nobility of his 
character. 
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It is character that keeps the politicians from be- 
coming a tool of machine politics and other interests, 
that prevents the business man from taking advantage 
of his customers when he has an opportunity; that de- 
livers us from stooping to things low and mean and 
treating others in a haughty manner; that gives us 
strength to stand for right against wrong and to cham- 
pion the cause of the oppressed. 

But character is not acquired in a day or two. Like 
the oak it requires years to mature—years of earnest 
prayer and heart-searching, of constant fighting against 
sin and striving after fuller light. Once acquired, though 
there is nothing more godlike. We feel in our soul the 
power of eternity and go forth from every conflict more 
than conquerors. 


Mistakes About Good Deeds 


Men have always made the mistake of thinking their 
good deeds had merit, that through them God’s favor 
was won and their sins atoned for. In Luther’s Day 
men fasted until their bodies became weak and emaci- 
ated, prayed the rosary, went on pilgrimages to holv 
places, bought “indulgences,” hoping through such deeds 
to merit life and salvation. And in heathen lands mil- 
lions afflict their bodies and bring offerings to the gods 
that their favor might be won and their aims cancelled. 


Christian people today are not free of this error. 
Stubbornly we cling to the conception that by going to 
Church, giving to the Lord’s work, taking part in the 
building of God’s Kingdom we pay for our sins and 
make ourselves acceptable to God. 


Naturally God requires good works of us. They 
must adorn our life as fruits do our orchard trees. Wa£th- 
out deeds of kindness and love, of liberality and patience 
our faith is hollow and meaningless. It is worse than no 
faith at all. 


But good deeds have no power to save. “A man is 
not justified by the works of the law” (Galatians 2:16). 
We are saved “not by works of righteousness which we 
have done” (Titus 3:5). There is only one way by which 
our sins are blotted out and be reconciled unto God— 
through faith in Jesus Christ. God gave His Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. “By grace are we saved through 
faith; and that not of ourselves; it is the gift of God” 
(Ephesians 2:8). Without faith in Christ, we are lost 
and perishing souls. Though we faithfully attend serv- 
ices, give liberally to the support of God’s Kingdom, 
share our blessings with the needy and destitute, do 
many good deeds—we have no hope. For good deeds 
have not the power to cleanse our souls of sin. Only the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth of sin and makes us 
children of God. 

Misconceptions about faith, character and good 
deeds are as common as germs and as mischievous. Even 
Christian people obstinately cling to errors which re- 
tard the growth of their spiritual life as weeds in our 
gardens check the growth of flowers and plants. There 
is but one way to free ourselves of them—hby diligently 
reading and studying God’s Word. There the light of 
truth shines. There the way of life is revealed. And as 
we follow the guidance of God’s Word we know the 
truth and the truth liberates us of all errors and mis- 
understandings. 
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Questions 

1. Give a definition of Christian faith. 

2. What change did change of faith produce in 
Paul’s life? 

3. What influence does faith have upon your daily 
actions? 

4, What is the difference between character and 
reputation? 

5. How did men regard good deeds in Luther’s 
day? 

6. What did Luther teach about works and faith? 

7. Give Scripture passages which support Luther’s 
teachings? 

8. What can be said of people visiting shrines in 
our day? 


March 17, 1940 
Palm Sunday 
ABOUT CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
Acts 2:44-47 
(By Rev. C. S. Roberts, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada) 


Suggested Program 


Hymn: “Thine Forever! God of Love” 

Psalm 91 

Prayer: ‘Almighty God, teach us to number our days and apply 
our hearts unto wisdom that we may choose the way of life and 
ever follow after holiness of living, knowing that in all our 
thoughts, and words, and works we are building upon the 
foundation laid in Jesus Christ, Thy Son, to the end that we 
may grow up unto Him into the full stature of manhood and 
womanhood in Christ Jesus, who liveth and reigneth with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.” 

Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

Scripture: Acts 2:37-47 

Presentation of Topic 

Discussion and Questions 

Special Music 

Offering 

Hymn: “My Church, My Church, My Dear Old Church” 

Prayer, followed by Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 


Bible Readings 
Matthew 16:21-28 Romans 12:1-21 
Revelation 2:1-11 Colossians 3 :1-15 
Revelation 22:1-7 
“Teach me, O teach me, Lord, Thy way 
That, to my life’s remotest day, 
By Thine unerring precepts led, 
My feet Thy heavenly paths may tread. 


“Give me to know Thy will aright, 

Thy will, my glory and delight, 

That, raised above the world, my mind 
In Thee its highest good may find.” 


On Palm Sunday thousands of young people will be ~ 
received into Church membership through confirmation. 
Standing at God’s altar they will, with reverent hearts, 
make the solemn promises: 

1. To renounce the devil, and all his works, and 

all his ways. 

2. To hold fast to their faith in God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 

3. To be faithful to the teachings of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and to be diligent in the 
use of the means of grace. 

Truly a solemn promise to make before God and 
man. Our prayers ascend to heaven that “no false doc- 
trine, no lusts of the flesh, nor love of the world may 
lead them away from the Lord, nor from the truth 
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which they have confessed, but that they may remain 
true to Christ, fervently love and serve Him to the 
blessing of their fellowman and the glory of His name.” 
We pray that their Church membership may be a living, 
vital thing, a source of joy and strength to them and a 
fountain of saving love for the world. 

While we hope for the best in regard to the newly 
confirmed, we see how many Church members have 
long since forgotten the solemn promises made on the 
day of their confirmation. While still outwardly con- 
nected with the Church, they take their membership 
very lightly, having lost almost completely all sense 
of their duties and obligations. They think they are 
meeting the responsibility of Church membership when 
they occasionally visit the House of the Lord; probably 
once a year, at Easter time, partake of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, and when they meet their pledge to the financial 
support of the Church. Nor can they be persuaded that 
more is required. 


Mr. Worldly Church Member 

Here is Mr. Worldly Church Member. He believes 
in keeping his religion and his business strictly apart. 
All week long he conducts his affairs in a shrewd, self- 
ish, worldly manner. He sports the latest car model. 
He spends his money freely and is popular with the 
boys. On Sunday, except for the odd time when he goes 
to Church, he may be seen shooting a round with friends 
at the town’s swankiest golf club. He has no scruples 
about indulging in worldly, even questionable pleasures. 
His wife and children are models of the latest styles. 

When asked to assist the Church in carrying out her 
program, to take part in brotherhood work or to serve 
in some other capacity, he hurriedly excuses himself. He 
is so sorry, but really too busy to spare any time for 
the work of God’s Kingdom. Yes, he is too busy to read 
his Bible, too busy to conduct family devotions, too busy 
even to teach God’s truths to his children, who are 
growing up without parental guidance in religious mat- 
ters, and acquiring a taste for extravagant luxuries 
which, if denied them later, will prove a source of much 
grief and discontent. 

Yet Mr. Worldly Church Member counts himself « 
member of the Church, entitled to all rights and privi- 
leges. Nor can he understand why anyone should think 
otherwise. 


Influence of Such Church Membership 

Mr. Worldly Outsider, however, is not greatly im- 
pressed. He cannot see that such Church membership 
is of much value. He has often been asked to join the 
Church. But why should he? His friend, though claim- 
ing Church membership, does not hesitate to engage in 
shady business deals, to gamble and drink, to squander 
his money on worldly luxuries while his Church is bur: 
dened with a heavy debt and finds it difficult to meet ex- 
penses. The whole tenor of his life is such as to make 
Mr.-Worldly Outsider conclude—the Church has noth- 
ing to offer me. Those who belong are in it for mere 
conventionality’s sake, not because it has produced in 
them a change of heart and life. 

The worldly life of many in the Church, their utter 
lack of sincerity and devotion to Christ, is indeed the 
reason why many are holding aloof from the Church. 
Missionaries relate that one of the greatest drawbacks to 
their work is the godless actions of traders and travelers 
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who come from Christian Europe and America. In- 
deed, are there not folks outside the Church because 
our lives are repelling them? We neglect the hour of 
worship; we give but a fraction of our earnings to the 
Lord’s work; we participate in things worldly; we cold 
shoulder many of our fellowmen; we close our hearts to 
the distress of the needy; we say, many teachings of 
Christ cannot be applied to present conditions; we speak 
evil of one another; are proud, selfish, unlovable; we 
trust in gold more than in God. Has all this nothing to 
do with keeping folks out of the Church? 


Membership in the Early Church 

Church membership was to the followers of Christ 
1900 years ago, not something conventional, but a 
solemn, holy bond that united them in living union with 
their Lord and manifested itself daily in a new mode of 
life. Our Scripture passage shows: 

1. They regarded one another as brethren, whether 
rich or poor. Class distinctions which formerly had sep- 
arated them, no longer existed. They now were one 
family in the Lord. 

2. They thought not of themselves but of others 
and sought to imitate Christ, their Lord, by sharing 
their possessions with their needy brethren. Thus did 
they put into practice Christ’s injunction: “A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one another.” 

3. Their daily duties did not interfere with their 
Church-going. When the hour of worship arrived they 
were present in the temple to lift up heart and hands to 
God. 

4. Daily they partook of the Lord’s Supper, for 
their souls hungered for Christ, the Bread of Life. 

5. The salvation they had found in Christ filled 
their hearts with happiness and joy. 

6. The genuineness and fervor of their love and 
devotion to Christ gave them power to win others so 
that daily there were added to the Church such as should 
be saved. 

How To Win Outsiders 

The closing sentence of our Scripture passages 
makes clear what the effect of consecrated Church mem- 
bership has upon the world. We are trying to win men 
by membership drives; by adding special features to 
our services; by making the Church the center of social 
activities; by removing the distinctions between Church 
life and worldly life. But our efforts are largely in vain. 
Outsiders are not gathered in but remain unimpressed, 
because they know the difference between gold and 
dross. Men are not deceived by the insincerity, the 
lovelessness, the lack of true devotion to Christ and 
other evils evident in the Church. But they will be won, 
indeed will of themselves come into the Church, when 
members put on the garments of holiness and brother- 
liness, and in their daily life show forth the beauty and 
goodness of Christ. Worldly Church membership will 
never convert the world. Our campaigns and other ef- 
forts will go for naught until, like the early Christians, 
we begin walking in the footsteps of our Master. Then 
will the Lord add to the Church daily such as should be 
saved. 

Our Church Membership 

If genuine, it will bear the following marks: 

1. Absolute trust in God to care for us in good 

and evil days. 
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2. Acceptance of the Bible as the only rule and 

standard of our Christian faith and life. 

3. Earnestness in following Christ in holiness of 

living. 

4. Boldness in witnessing for our Lord. 

5. Readiness to take part in the work of Christ’s 

Kingdom. 

6. Faithfulness in using the means of grace. 

7. Recognition of the solemn truth that we are 

only stewards of God’s gifts. 

A study of Church membership in the early Church 
gives us a picture of the hidden possibilities which lie in 
our nature when wholly devoted to Christ. Loveless- 
ness vanishes and we regard every believer as a brother 
in Christ. Selfishness and greed lose their power over 
us and our hearts go out in helpful love to the needy. 
God’s House, His Word and Sacraments become to us 
priceless possessions, and from our life there goes forth 
a power, all unknown to us, to attract men into fellow- 
ship with Christ. Will we try to make our Church 
membership so loving and helpful? 


Questions for Discussion 

1. What vows did you make on Confirmation Day? 

2. How are many breaking these vows? 

3. What kind of Church membership is needed to 
win the world? 

4. What influence are nominal Christians having 
upon the work of Foreign Missions? 

5. In what respect was the early Church superior 
to the Church of today? 

6. Why cannot we have all things in common 
today? 

7. How much should a Christian give to God? 

8. Would you like to see all class distinctions ban- 
ished out of the Church today? 


March 24, 1940 
Easter 


CHRIST ALIVE TODAY 
Acts 7:55, 56; I Crinthians 15 :20-24 


(By Rev. W. Robert Miller, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Ringtown, Pennsylvania) 


Program and Materials 
Hymn: ‘Christ Is Risen” (No. 87 PSH) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 121 (Page 45 PSH) 
Scripture Lesson: Acts 7:55, 56; I Corinthians 15 :20-24 
Special Music: “Only a Touch of Thy Hand,” by B. D. Ackley 
Any of these may be used as solo, duet, or group numbers: 

“He Lives,” by Rev. A. H. Ackley 

“Jesus Is With Me,” by B. D. Ackley 

“Jesus Took My Burden,” by B. M. Lillenas 

(These hymns may be found in any collection of Gospel 
Hymns, or in “Gospel Service Songs,’ published by the 
Rodeheaver Hall-Mack Co., Philadelphia, Pa.) 

Hymn: “I Lift My Heart To Thee” (No. 272 PSH) 
Topic: “Christ Alive Today” 
Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” (No. 288 PSH) 
Discussion of Indicated Questions 
Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us’ (No. 204 PSH) 
The Offering 
The Lord’s Prayer 
The Luther League Benediction 
Silent Prayer (for an incerasing experience of the living Christ) 
Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection” (No. 81 PSH) 


Scripture Lesson 
(The separate parts of which may be read and 
explained by two Leaguers) 
(a) Acts 7:55,56. Comment—*“This passage re- 
calls the scene of the first martyrdom of the Christian 
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Church when Stephen was tried on the charge of blas- 
phemy before the council of the Jews and was con- 
demned. His vision exceeded that of his judges; it was 
too great a challenge for them, and rather than face it 
they did away with that life which made them conscious 
of their own spiritual failure. If we believe in the living 
Christ and try to serve Him, our vision of His will for 
us and our actions flowering from that vision will mark 
us as “different” in the eyes of companions. We will 
probably be criticized and some may try to embarrass 
us because our standards of living reveal a quality un- 
known to our challenged companions. May we help 
them to our vision by standing firm.” 


(b) I Corinthians 15:20-24. Comment: “We do 
not fear a lonely road if we know others have success 
fully traveled it to the destination of our choice. Christ 
traveled the road of death to eternal life and emerged 
triumphant. Not only did He do this, but He returned 
and told His disciples that death need hold no fear for 
them because He had destroyed its permanence and 
power. Most of us fear either life or death. Christ is 
Master of both. Surrender your fear to Him and know 
the present power and future confidence of those who 
trust in the living Christ.” 


The Christ of the Past 


In the chancel of our Church the light of day is 
filtered through an exquisite window, “Christ in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.’ It is a pic‘ure which touches 
hearts with tenderness and awe: the Master kneels be- 
fore a stone on which His clasped hands rest, His face 
lifted to heaven, His eyes searching its depths for the 
answer to His prayer. His simple garments proclain: 
the humility of His estate as a man; the flaming holi- 
ness of spirit in His face reveals His dignity as God. 
The dim outline of trees and dark hills beyond Him is 
forgotten as our eyes seek the figure of our Lord and 
find their home in Him. 


Some people hurry into our Church and continue 
their conversations with each other. They rustle bulle- 
tins and leaf through hymnals and noisily arrange their 
belongings in the pew. But sooner or later their eyes 
will seek the chancel window, and reverence drops its 
quiet cloak about their shoulders. For He is so real; 
that Christ of the Gospels hallows the House of Prayer. 


And the scene in the window is real to us, also, be- 
cause we are accustomed to think of Jesus in the setting 
of Galilee and old Judaea. We can easily picture Christ 
standing by the door of the Temple in Jerusalem and 
seeing the poor widow timidly drop her two mites into 
the huge chest of the treasury. We can imagine the 
Master with lifted scourge driving the thievish money- 
changers from the court of that Holy Place. We can 
remember Jesus passing the customs house and telling 
Matthew that there were greater collections to be made 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. Those scenes of our 
Saviour are treasures of remembrance. But what matters 
is this: is the Christ of today real to you? We think 
of Him as being alive and effective with.Peter and John. 
Is He alive and effective for us today? 

I would have you sense this present Personality and 
His power through the witness of a Senior Leaguer of 
this year, 1940. A girl who can tell from her own ex- 
perience that Christ is alive today. 
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The Christ of Today 

The story of Mary: “Some people think that Jesus 
lived and died nineteen hundred years ago. But we 
Christians know that He is alive today, that He is able 
to hear our prayers and does answer them, and that He 
wants to be our Guide and Companion now as He was 
for the twelve disciples long ago. 

“The other night I was sitting in my room study- 
ing for an examination. I was worried, for I didn’t 
know the subject very well. As I anxiously gazed at 
the textbook a phrase I had heard in my Sunday School 
class the week before flashed into my mind: ‘Call upon 
Me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee and thou 
shalt glorify Me.’ 

“IT felt that Jesus was telling me to do my very 
best in preparing, and then to leave the situation in His 
hands. I did just that. It was the first time I ever 
prayed for God’s help in preparing for an examination, 
and it was the first examination I ever faced without 
nervousness or fear. I passed the test with ease, and 
from now on I’m continuing my partnership with God. 
I prepare at my best and pray for His blessing. Then 
the result is in His hand, and I have no worries. Try it! 
It works!” I believe most of us have times when we 
don’t get along with the rest of the family. It seems that 
someone is always trying to boss us, or we never get our 
own way, or the things we want to do don’t fit in with 
our parent's old-fashioned ideas. And perhaps it isn’t al- 
ways our fault; there are times when everyone seems to 
go around with a chip on his shoulder, daring us to 
knock it off. 

We had been having one of those domestic wars at 
our house, and I had gone to my room to get out of the 
firing line. I felt upset and began paging through my 
little New Testament. In Saint Paul’s Epistle to the 
Ephesians (Ephesians 4:3) a little phrase reached out 
and took me by the hand: “Endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

There it was! The key to the door of peace in our 
home! I felt like Balboa as he stood on that height so 
long ago and saw the blue Pacific stretching before him. 
Here was a height of spirit which would change the 
little selfish worlds of our own wills into a broad sweep 
of new frontiers of harmony, where peace would spread 
like sunshine on the land. 

I saw how a family must follow one plan of action: 
God’s plan for them. I saw that when we all shape our 
wills to His will of unity and peace our desires merge 
together and there is no friction to cause argument. I 
told my mother about it, and she must have talked it 
over with Dad. From that time we tried to check what 
we wanted to do with what would be most loving and 
unselfish, with Christ’s will for us. Somehow our family 
fights have disappeared because our plans all hew to the 
same line, and now I like to live at home. The living 
Christ is the Head of our house, and home is happy 
now. But what especially made me know that our Lord 
is alive and powerful today was sickness in our home. 
My mother was very ill; doctors came and went for days 
and still she grew weaker and weaker. I never saw my 
father look so old. And mother was so worn and pale 
she looked like a ghost. 

Then one day the doctors simply shook their heads: 
there was nothing more that they could do. I was 
crouched in a chair in a corner and shadows filled the 
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room. And clearly as if written on my mind the phrase 
came to me again, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; 
I will deliver thee and thou shalt glorify Me.” 

And I remembered that He was the Great Physi- 
cian, Master of life and death, and that He was present 
in that room with power. So I knelt by the side of my 
mother’s bed and I prayed that He would come and 
heal her. There seemed to be no change when I opened 
my eyes, but somehow I went to bed that night at peace. 

Next morning my father wore a smile for the first 
time in days. “The doctors were just here,” he said, “and 
the crisis passed during the night. Mother’s going to get 
well!” 

Then I told him of my prayer and he smiled at 
me. “I, too, was praying,” he said softly. 

God does answer prayer, and He walks even in the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death today! The living, pres- 
ent, powerful Christ at work in life today is my comfort 
and hope and assurance for living. May He be yours 
today! 

Your Christ of Today 

Many of us have had experiences of the power of 
prayer to effect results in our lives. And every expe- 
rience has given us added conviction that Christ is al- 
ways with us, that He does see our needs, and that He 
does answer our prayers. Have you had such an expe- 
rience of the presence and power of our Living Lord? 
Will you share it with us now? (Leaguers previously 
approached may witness at this point. Leader: If pos- 
sible, also give a personal experience.) 

Today we celebrated the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. In that communion Christ came into our hearts 
in a real and especially effective way. If we were truly 
sorry for the wrongs we had done and asked His for- 
giveness in faith, we felt particularly close to Him as 
the peace and strength of His forgiveness lifted our 
spirits. 

But it was comparatively easy to feel the presence 
of Christ in His House, with the music of the organ and 
the fragrance of lilies in the reverent air. Did that sense 
of His presence and power fade when we returned to 
the common-place world of the street? 

Christ was there, too. He is with you in the class- 
room, on the athletic field, in your car on your dates, 
ready to help you to your best living, if you’ll only ask 
His help. May we realize that ours is a living Lord, 
present with power, and that He says to us, “Call upon 
Me in the day of trouble, I will deliver Thee.” 

Christ is alive today! 


Discussion Questions 

1. Do you feel that the average Leaguer has a 
strong sense of the presence of Christ? 
for your conviction on this question. 

2. Would the conviction that Christ knows and sees 
our thoughts and actions be a positive influence for good 
on our lives? How? 

3. Which is of greater effect for social good to- 
day: the principles of conduct and living laid down by 
Jesus, or His power on and through modern lives today? 

4. How can I increase my experience of the pres- 
ence and the guidance of Christ? 

5. What effect will the conviction that ours is a 
living Christ have on the sincere believer? (a) On his 
personal life; (b) On his witness to others. 


Give reasons 
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6. What basis do you have for your personal faith 
in a living and powerful God? 

7. What is the most effective witness to the living 
presence of Christ: (a) the Bible; (b) the experiences of 
great Christians of the past; (c) nature; (d) your per- 
sonal testimony from experience? 

8. How can we demonstrate the presence and 
power of Christ to others? (a) To Church members who 
lack conviction; (b) to unbelievers in order to win them. 


Pungent Paragraphs 
(All found in the magazine, ‘“‘Your Faith,” issue of September, 
1939, published by MacFadden Publications, Inc., 333 No. Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Permission to print must be obtained 
from the magazine.) 


1. ‘The purposes which God ordains are always 
fulfilled, and He chooses His own means of fulfilling 
them. The knowledge that it is oneself who is selected 
makes one very humble when he realizes the divine plan 
behind it all..—Don Amecie, in article, “My Prayer- 
Guided Life,” page 24, lines 14 to 20. 

2. “God means security to me. He has brought me 
through all my mental conflicts, disturbances and fears, 
and in Him I am secure. .. . From my own experience 
I have learned that abundance is ours. We have only 
to reach forth and take it.’—Don Ameche, in article, 
“My Prayer-Guided Life,” page 24, paragraph III. 

3. “Prayer is the communication of the human 
heart with God. It should be just as natural for man to 
approach God as it is for a child to approach its par- 
ents for the necessities of life. We are not an inde- 
pendent but a dependent people. The immortal Lincoln 
once said: ‘I should be the most presumptuous block- 
head upon this footstool if I for one day thought I 
could discharge the duties which have come upon me 
since I came into this place without the aid and enlight- 
enment of One who is stronger and wiser than all 
others’.”—Dr. J. J. F. Blaesi, in the “Brooklyn Eagle,” 
quoted on page 42. 

4. “It is the Christian’s duty to place the more 
abundant life in reach of every living human being. Even 
the lowest of humanity has the marks of divinity upon 
him and is designed of God for eternity. Jesus Christ re- 
deems life from its smallness to ‘life at its best’—to life 
that towers into the eternal presence of the divine.’— 
Rey. W. O. Butcher, in the San Antonio Express, quoted 
on page 43. 

5. “There are as many spiritual swords as there 
are words of the Lord. The most invincible is the name 
of the Lord Himself. The name of Jesus sounds no un- 
certain call, enlists no hesitant following, promises no 
doubtful victory.”—Most Rev. Francis J. Spellman in 
the New York Herald Tribune, quoted on page 42. 

6. “Tl tell you how I conquered fear. I listen to 
God every morning. Every one must realize that God 
is running the show. He is running business instead of 
man running it. We need new men, new nations, new 
business and new idustry, all God-guided and God-con- 
trolled.”"—-Dr. Frank N. D. Buchman in the New York 
Herald Tribune, quoted on page 72. 


’ 


Suggested Poem 
The four verses of Hymn, ‘“‘O Love That Wilt Not Let Me 
Go” (No. 275 in Parish School Hymnal). 
Suggested Reading Material 


1. Chapter X of “The Way,” by Charles M. Jacobs; The 
Castle Press, Philadelphia, Penna. 
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2. “Children of the Second Birth,” by S. M. Shoemaker; 
Revell, New York. 

3. “I Was a Pagan,” by V. C. Kitchen; Harpers, New York 
(Chapter 15). 

4. Any issue of the magazine, “Your Faith,” MacFadden Pub- 
lications. On sale at all news stands. 


Bible Readings 

1. Romans 8:14. “As many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God.” Comment: The source 
of our power is usually the center of our loyalty. Be 
sure it is worthy of your dedication and your trust. 

2. Romans 12:11 (Moffatt version). “Maintain the 
spiritual glow.” Comment: It is easy to become emotion- 
ally stirred, to “be converted.” But the important thing 
is to keep on that high plane spiritually. Most of us 
find that this can be accomplished only by vigorous 
Christian work, daily. 

3. Matthew 7:5. “ .... first cast the beam out 
of thine own eye.’ Comment: How can we expect to 
be able to lead others to Christ if we don’t know Him 
intimately and speak with Him regularly, and receive 
His guidance continually? Trust, pray, listen; that must 
be the Christian’s code. 

4. I Corinthians 13:8. “Love never faileth.’ Com- 
ment: We fail to be patient, kind, unselfish, pure, only 
so far as we have refused to let Christ possess us fully. 
Complete surrender of every part of you to Him is the 
secret of real spiritual power. 

5. Psalm 122:1. “I was glad when they said unto 
me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Comment: 
How can. we expect to know Christ and feel at home 
with Him if we never visit His House? In Church we 
get spiritual stimulus and refreshment from His Word, 
from participation in worship, and from association with 
fellow believers. ss 

6. Philippians 4:6. “Never be anxious, but always 
make your request known to God in prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving.” (Moffat) Comment: Wor- 
ry comes when we realize our lack of power to provide. 
Courage comes when we realize God’s plenty and His 
love. 


March 31, 1940 
First Sunday after Easter 
THE STRATEGIC HOUR FOR MISSIONS 


IN AMERICA 
Matthew 28:16-20 
(By Rev. J. Frank Davis, Shelby, N. C.) 


Program - 

Prelude 

Piano Solo: ‘Jesus Calls Us O’er The Tumult’ 

Hymn: ‘Where Cross The Crowded Ways of Life” 

Prayer: ‘‘O Lord, freely we have received the grace of Thy Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; help us to freely give Him and His 
redeeming love to others. Help us to realize that this revela- 
tion of Thy love must not stop with us but that it must radiate 
through the precepts and examples of our lives. God, make us 
tireless evangelists in Thy Church, using each day with its op- 
portunities to seek and to find the lost for Thee. Amen.” 

Introduce the Topic 

Read Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20 

Psalm 96 (Read Responsively) 

Offering 

Special Music, or Hymn: ‘‘At Even Ere The Sun Was Set” 

Presentation of Topic 

Discussion 

Hymn: “Through The Night of Doubt and Sorrow” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

Bible Readings 
Christ asked His disciples first to be Home Mission- 


aries: ““And that repentence and remission of sins 
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should be preached in His name among all nations, be- 
ginning at Jerusalem.”—Luke 24:47. 


Christ saw that the physical suffering, fearful hearts 
and troubled souls gave Him His hour for greatest 
service: “When the even was come, they brought unto 
Him many that were possessed with devils: and He 
cast out the spirits with His Word, and healed all that 
were sick.”—Matthew 8:16. 


The Home Missionary must trust God to sustain 
him in the mission enterprise: “And as ye go, preach, 
saying, The Kingdom of heaven is-at hand. Heal the 
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: 
freely ye have received, freely give. Provide neither 
gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor script for 
your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet 
staves: for the workman is worthy ot his meat.”—Mat- 
thew 10:7-10. 

We must realize what the Spirit of God can do for 
the ministry of any Christian: “But when they deliver 
you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: 
for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak. For it is not ye that speak but the Spirit of your 
Father which speaketh in you.”—Matthew 10:19, 20. 


This Hour Is Strategic 


This is the hour of greatest concern for the Chris- 
tian Church. We believe that the gates of hell cannot 
prevail against the Church but every Christian wonders 
if the membership of the Church will be made aware of 
the severe and heavy strain pagan creeds and un-Chris- 
tian ideologies are putting upon man’s faith in God who 
has revealed Himself through Jesus Christ. The Chris- 
tian Church has been caught up in the vortex of power- 
ful passions of intense Nationalism born of poverty and 
injustice, a Nationalism in some instances that is sup- 
planting man’s worship of God. The question now is 
whether these social upheavals will sweep people away 
from the Church or into the communion of a renewed 
and rekindled affection for the “least of these, My 
people.” We are now surprised that there are so many 
people who not only believe in gods made in their own 
image but that there are so many who have no faith in 
any thing. The Christian Church today stands at the 
dividing of the ways for the peoples and nations of the 
earth. If the members of the Church have no greater 
passion for humanity, no greater desiré to save the souls 
of men, than they have had in the past, this drift will 
continue with increasing velocity toward the gates of 
hell. This is the hour for Christian Missions! The 
Church will survive but will we contribute to its failure 
to minister to needy and lost souls of our day? 


What, after all, is the purpose of the Church? It is 
brought to light in this critical and strategic hour. That 
purpose is to use the membership of the Church as a 
base of operations—to send forth laborers into every 
walk of life teaching and preaching Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified for the sins of the world. The Church 
dare not be an end in itself. The Church exists to make 
the Kingdom of God a reality in the lives of people and 
that is accomplished through the missionary activities 
of the memibers of the Church. The future of the Church 
with us depends upon the re-kindling of the fires of 
evangelism on the altar of a burning passion for God and 
for Humanity. 


MARCH, 1940 


History repeats itself. The Church has found its 
strategic hours as the powers of darkness seek to con- 
trol the basic drives of human nature. Civilizations rise 


‘and fall with the receding and advancing of the lower 


nature of man. The Church’s struggle is not against 
flesh and blood but “against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of the world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.” Today we witness 
the world tragedy that is always in the wake of the en- 
thronement of man’s baser passions. Weapons are best 
known in the hour when they are most needed. The 
Church today must know the weapons God has given to 
her with which she can fight the powers of evil. 

Our day is a period of amazing discoveries that have 
only brought great distress. The powers with which 
mankind has built up his civilization are being used to 
destroy that same civilization through war and oppres- 
sion. The waxing of man’s physical prowess and strength 
has witnessed the waning of his moral capacities and 
potentialities. What can a new world from the hand of 
science mean to mankind that has lost soul? The hour 
is here for the Church to endeavor with all the power 
God has provided to influence people to place the em- 
phasis in life where it ought to be, on human values. 
This is the time when a strong affection for people, a 
deep interest in their soul’s welfare, will mean a pro- 
gressive Church. 

America today is afflicted with the same ills the 
other nations of the world are suffering. There is con- 
fusion within men’s hearts and minds. In the Madras 
Conference these statements were contained in the re- 
port on “The Faith By Which The Church Lives:” 
“Many have lost all faith. ... They are overwhelmed 
by a sense of utter impotence and despair... . In others 
there is a resurgence of faith, often faith in new gods. 

. Others, though bitterly disillusioned, still seek to 
rest their confidence in science and man’s power to re- 
deem himself, yet secretly they feel that confidence is 
vain. . ... Meanwhile want, ignorance, superstition, and 
fear still hold their sway over the lives of countless mil- 
lions ....” Against this dark background the Light of 
the world must be seen in its most glorious radiance! 
The Christian Church must prevent a “blackout” of this 
Light of the world. Keep it shining and civilization will 
survive! 

Dr. Stanley Jones says the need of the world is two- 
fold. “Many of the certainties have faded out of the in- 
ner life of the modern man. ... He wishes he could be- 
lieve, for life without the Great Companion has a certain 
loneliness about it. ... The social order upon which he 
has leaned and thought so secure is going to pieces 
around him. He feels the need of something that will 
put foundation under the social order.’ America’s de- 
mocracy rests upon the foundation laid in the faith of 
our fathers, faith in the sacredness of human person- 
ality and in a just God who would have all people know 
the Truth that can make them free. Christian Mission 
is that Truth on the offensive! This is the hour! 


These Are Our People 
America is an ideal field for Christian Missions. 
Here we find people from all parts of the world., Here 
they Have come in escaping oppression or in the quest 
for a higher standard of living. Here there is freedom 
of speech and the right to worship God according to 
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the dictates of one’s conscience. Here dictatorships have 
not closed the door to the mission enterprise. Here we 
find people caught up in the whirl of world events— 


people who have lost their jobs in the depression; many” 


who have drifted into crime. Here Christianity must 
meet the test of war psychology that would mass the 
man-power of our nation behind machines of destruc- 
tion. Here women and children pray that love and sym- 
pathy might prevail that they may not be the victims of 
the cruel passions of mankind. Here we find young 
people with all the ideologies of the world laid out be- 
fore them. What emphasis will be given the Christian 
Creed in their lives? 

As we make a quick survey of this country we find 
that there is no place where the Gospel of Christ is not 
needed for the solution of social problems, the raising 
of the standard of living, the adjustment of social and 
industrial and economic differences, the suppression of 
racial antipathies. Human welfare is the field of the 
Church’s labor, not the market place. The highest serv- 
ice a Church leader can render is not in the balancing 
of the Church’s budget but in the mission of putting 
Christ into the hearts and minds of people. No mem- 
ber of the Church dare be inactive in the field of Chris- 
tian missions. If we hold our breath, we die; if we hold 
to ourselves the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, His 
power unto salvation, our Churches will die. 

We can think of the many classes of people who 
challenge the Home Missionary in our country. Many 
Jews are coming to our country. Here is a field of in- 
creasing responsibilities. The Gospel of Christ is a Gos- 
pel for the oppressed and persecuted. The American 
Negro, underprivileged as he is, is receiving the ministry 
of the Church. Through Christian education their stand- 
ard of living is being raised. There are now 2,500,000 
negro children in school. In the Blue Ridge Mountains 
the mountaineer awaits the program of Christian edu- 
cation which the Church is bringing to his door. Berea 
College in Kentucky, the Asheville Farm School, and 
the Konnarock Training School are strong factors in the 
Home Mission Enterprise. Out into the West we go 
and there with the American Negro and with the Chinese 
and the Japanese we find the Missionaries working. Into 
the congested slum districts of the cities we move and 
there we find the Home Missionary knocking at the 
door of homes where little children have not known the 
happiness of childhood and where the clouds of crime 
have fallen. These are our people. 


This Is Our Strategy 

Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers, pastor of Broadway 
Tabernacle, New York City, gives the following defini- 
tion of strategy: “Taking what you have and so apply- 
ing it as to accomplish what you want. In strategy then 
lies the difference between success and failure. The 
Christian Church must use strategy in the utilization of 
its resources so as to meet this strategic hour in Mis- 
Sions with all the strength at her command. 

It was a strategic hour when Christ was born. The 
world had exhausted all other sources of human happi- 
ness. Men had not found salvation in philosophy and 
government. Greece and Rome could not be a Bethle 
hem. Then Christ was born. The Love of God came in 
the hour of the world’s great need. God met that hour 
with all He had. He sent Jesus into the world to teach 
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men how to live. Jesus at all times used Himself in 
such an unwavering faith and with such a strong love 
that He accomplished what He wanted even on a Cross! 
Before His ascension Christ taught His disciples the 
use of strategy, and a small group of men used all they 
had received from Christ and turned the world upside 
down. 

Today we must use that strategy in our Mission 
work. Christians have not used all they have received 
from Christ in the supreme task of the Church, to save 
souls from the powers of evil. If we had used our heri- 
tage, approximately half the population of this country 
would not be outside the Church today. We must be- 
come fully aware of all that we possess in our Christian 
Faith and then hurled it against the forces of evil with 
all the strength God provides us. 


Is This The Time? 


Is this the time, O Church of Christ! to sound retreat? 
To arm with weapons cheap and blunt 

The men and women who have borne the brunt 

Of earth’s fierce strife, and nobly held their ground? 

1s this the time to halt, when all around 

Horizons lift, new doctrines confront, 

Stern duties wait the nations, never wont 

To play the laggard, when God’s will was found? 


No, rather strengthen stakes and lengthen cords, 

Envelope Thy plans and gifts. Thou elect, 

And to Thy Kingdom come for such a time! 

The earth with all its fullness is the Lord’s, 

Great things attempt for Him, great things expect, 

Whose love imperial, is, whose power sublime, 

Fills all the eartth, if we, who follow Him— 

Build in this world, His Church, unconquerable! 

—Sumner Hoyt 

Quotations 


“What is being urged as a great need of the evan- 
gelical Churches of our time is that those who are called 
to lead its life and thought shall give themselves no rest 
until they are conscious of being in possession of—yes, 
of being possessed by—that faith which on fair reading 
is the burden of the New Testament and the centrat 
reality in the Church of history.”—Dr. Edwin Lewis in 
“The Faith We Declare.” 

“There are 17,000,000 children and young people in 
the United States untouched by the Church.’—“Span- 
ning a Continent,” page 35. 

“The best programs for rural missionary work are 
not those which on the one hand present only the Gos- 
pel, nor on the other those which confine themselves to 
material uplift, but those which take both into account. 
When we wish to interest persons in Christianity we 
begin by showing interest in their daily lives.”—“Christ 
and the World Community,” T. H. P. Sailer, page 39. 


Questions 
How do you define strategy? Point to strategy in 
the ministry of Christ. The ministry of His disciples. 
What do you mean by the use of strategy in Home 
Missions? 
What are some of the factors that make this hour 
in our national history a strategic hour for Missions? 
What does this strategic hour mean to your To 
your League? To your Church? 
Bibliography 
The Mission of the Church Findings and Recommendation of the 
International Council, Madras, India, December 12, 1938 
Frank S. Mead: “Right Here At Home” 
John Irwin: “A Course For Young People and Seniors on Christian 
Missions in America” 


T. H. P. Sailer: “Christ and the World Community” 
Stanley Jones: ‘“The Choice Before Us” 
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INTERMEDIATE TOPICS FOR MARCH 


Theme for the Month: ‘‘ The ‘T’ Series’’ 


March 3, 1940 
TOLERANCE—HE DIED FOR ALL 
Romans 8:32; Luke 23:34 
(By Sister Jane Wirt, Baltimore, Maryland) 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ The word 
“whosoever” means everyone of all ages, of every coun- 
try, tribe or race regardless of color, creed, or social 
standing, education or wealth. It means everyone born 
into this great wide world. Yet how often are Chris- 
tians guilty of intolerance? 

Jesus, the Saviour of the world, the One who loved 
and served, who died upon the cross for all mankind, 
was a Jew—yet today in many countries Jews are per- 
secuted and deprived of what rightfully belongs to them. 

We contribute to the benevolent work of the Church 
in order that missionaries may be sent to teach the 
people of China and Japan of a Saviour who loves them 
and died for them, yet many of the Japanese and Chinese 
in our own country are treated with contempt and denied 
the privilege of earning an honest living. 

From early childhood we sing: 


“The pretty brown babies who roll in the sand, 
In a country far over the sea, 
Are my African brothers, and Jesus loves them 
Just as He loves you and me.” 


It is easy to love the Africans far over the sea— 
what about the negroes who live in our own country, in 
your community and mine? What is our attitude toward 
them? 

Tolerance includes far more than our attitude toward 
those of other races. Our forefathers came to America, 
suffered hardships which we today can hardly visualize, 
that they might worship God as they wished. Yet we 
criticise those whose belief is different from ours. It is 
right that we love our own Church and take pride in it, 
but far greater than belonging to “a Church” a local 
congregation, is belonging to “The Church,” the body 
of Christ. 

Are you a fault-finder? Are you ready to believe ill 
of others? No two persons in the world are exactly 
alike. Everyone has a right to his own opinion even if 
it doesn’t happen to agree with yours. 


“There’s so much bad in the best of us, 
And so much good in the worst of us; 
It hardly behooves any of us 
To talk about the rest of us.” 


Many friendships are ruined, people are lost to the 
Church, and discord takes the place of peace and har- 
mony because people are not willing to forgive. In this, 
as in all else, Jesus is our Example. Even upon the 
cross He prayed for His enemies: “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” Can we not forgive 
some slight, some thoughtless word? 

But how are we to do this? It will not be easy. No, 
of course it won’t, but nothing really worthwhile is easy. 
There is only one answer—love. Jesus is the answer. 
God so loved the world that Jesus came to teach us to 
love God and to love one another. 
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Love is the greatest force in the world. God is love, 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and God 
in him. Only as we love do we find happiness. 

The story is told of a bishop who was ship-wrecked, 
and after being left on an island for several days, he 
found his way to a little hut, the only sign of civiliza- 
tion he had seen. His clothes were torn and dirty, he 
was tired and hungry when he knocked upon the door. 
He explained his situation and ended by saying, “I am 
a bishop.” The owner of the hut did not believe him 
and said, “If you can answer a question I ask, I will 
believe you, and give you food and shelter.” The ques- 
tion was this: “How many commandments are there?” 
The answer was promptly given: “Eleven!” The eleventh 
commandment is: “Love one another.” The bishop was 
given food and shelter for the night. Love had tri- 
umphed. 


“Love thyself last; look near, behold thy duty 

To those who walk beside thee down life’s road; 
Make glad their days by little acts of beauty, 

And help them bear the burden of earth’s load.” 


Love one another! 
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TESTIMONY—TELLING OTHERS ABOUT 
JESUS 
Mark 5:1-20 
(By Sister Jane Wirt, Baltimore, Maryland) 

What is testimony? Webster tells us “statement of 
fact,” “evidence,” “proof.” Over 1900 years ago, Jesus 
commanded His disciples to go into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel and yet today countless millions have 
never heard of Jesus and His love. It is not only people 
in far-away India, Japan, China, and Africa who do not 
know the Story. It is your neighbor and mine, the boy 
across the street, the girl in the next seat at school. 
What is our part? How can weas Intermediate Leaguers 
“tell others?” Do our daily lives tell others that we are 
Christians? Are we, as St. Paul said, “living epistles, 
known and read of all men?” 


In Our Homes 


Cheerful obedience, willing service, loving kindness 
to one another! What wonderful testimony! It is a mis- 
taken idea to believe that we can be one sort of person at 
home, and an entirely different sort when we are away 
from home. Perhaps you come from a home where there 
is some one who is not a Christian. What a blessed op- 
portunity, indeed what a responsibility, is yours. Tell 
him of the love of Jesus. Invite him to Sunday School, 
Church, and the organizations of the Church. Pray for 
him, but most of all let him see in you an abundant life. 
A life that is full of the joy of belonging to Christ. 


At School 


Your opportunities for telling others are growing 
At school there will be many times when you can wit- 
ness for Christ, many times silently. Don’t be afraid to 
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acknowledge that you are a Christian. Stand for truth, 
fair play, honesty, and purity. “True worth is in being, 
not seeming.” You wouldn’t cheat in a game, would 
you? How about cheating in class work? Do you copy 
your neighbor’s answers or use his notes? Do you idle 
away your time and then complain because “the teacher 
failed you?” 


I’m sure you are asking, but what has this to do with 
telling others about Jesus? It has everything to do with 
it! Our lives tell more than our lips. “What you are 
speaks so loud, I cannot hear what you say.” 


In Church 
Of course, we tell others of Jesus when we are in 
Church! That is what the Church is for, you say. Or 
do we sometimes almost lose sight of the fact that the 
Church is “the body of Christ.’”’ Sometimes we become 
so busy with meetings, suppers, socials, organizations 
and so forth, that we forget that Jesus called His 
Father’s house ‘‘a house of prayer.” Selfishness, quar- 
reling, jealousy and unfriendliness in the work of the 
Church are all stumbling blocks in leading others to 
know Jesus. “By this shall men know that ye are my 

.disciples, if ye love one another.” 


There is a beautiful legend about the Valley of 
Roses. It is so extensive and the lovely odors of the 
roses hang so heavily about the beauteous vale, that the 
traveler who passes through it carries the perfume on his 
person for days afterward. When the traveler enters a 
room, the people in the room look knowingly at each 
other. They know, without being told, that he has been 
in the Valley of Roses. 


Does this not remind us of a lovely incident in the 
Book of Books? In the Book of Acts? Jesus was gone 
—and Peter and John, remembering the radiance of His 
wonderful personality, the wonderfulness of His teach- 
ings, His courage all through His persecutions and cruci- 
fixion, His last message to them to carry on—were 
preaching with such earnestness that many souls were 
won to this new way of life. There was some opposition 
and you remember Peter and John were thrown into 
prison. When Peter and John were questioned by what 
authority they taught, preached and healed, they were 
so filled with the Spirit of Christ and spoke out so bold- 
ly for Him and His power, that the Gospel says this of 
the opposing forces: “And they took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus.” Moffatt gives it to us 
this way: “They recognized them as having been com- 
panions of Jesus.” 


Can this be said of you? Is your life a testimony 
of the love of God? Do others want to know Jesus be- 
cause of His love reflected in you? 


His lamp am I, 
To shine where He shall say; 
And lamps are not for sunny rooms, 
Nor for the light of day; 
But for dark places of the earth 
Where shame and wrong and crime have birth. 
Or for the murky twilight gray, 
Where wandering sheep have gone astray, 
Or where the lamp of faith grows dim, 
And souls are groping after Him. 
And as sometimes a flame we find 
Clear shining through the night, 
So dark we cannot see the lamp, 
But only see the light— 
So may I shine, His love the flame, 
That men may gorify His name. 
—Annie Johnson Flint 
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THORNS—THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 


Matthew 27 :29 
(By Sister Jane Wirt, Baltimore, Maryland) 


The artist of the picture, “Christ Before Pilate,’ was 
born in February, 1844. His real name was Michael 
Lieb, but he is known by the name, Munkacsy. His 
early life was filled with sorrow. His father joined the 
Russian army and was sentenced to death. Munkacsy 
was a great Bible student. His first picture, “The Tailor’s 
Family,” was painted in order to earn a new coat. All 
three of the artist’s masterpieces are in America. “Ecco 
Homo” is one of them. The tragic incidents of his child- 
hood are reflected in the tragic themes of his pictures. 


The picture, “Christ Before Pilate,” is true to life. 
It portrays the contrast between good and evil. Chris- 
tianity stands for the good and loves so much that it 
hates anything that interferes with that love. The forces 
of good and quiet; the forces of evil, vocal. 


The Characters 


The curiosity-seeker—He is a shallow-thinking man, 
not really concerned. He is indifferent, he has no faith. 

The Roman soldier—He, too, is indifferent and cold. 
His only duty is to preserve order. He represents the 
civil law which is often inadequate. He doesn’t realize 
that this is one of the great crises in the history of the 
world. Civil law is external, but God’s law is internal. 
God’s law asks no questions, needs no legislation, no 
bars or prisons. It knocks gently at our hearts, and it 
governs the world. 


The Priest—He represents the corrupt priesthood 
and has forgotten the true spirit of religion in his love 
for power and position. 

Pilate—He despised every Jew and was willing to 
let the people crucify Jesus, in whom he had found no 
guilt. Pilate lost a great opportunity that day, lost it 
because he cared more for power, wealth, position and 
the approval of his fellowmen than he cared for the 
approval of God and his conscience. The picture is 
painted to represent the moment when Pilate asked the 
question, “What shall I do with Jesus, who is called 
the Christ?”—Matthew 27:22. 

Nicodemus—He is standing before Christ, warning 
Pilate to release Him. This is the same Nicodemus who 
had come to Jesus by night and sought to understand the 
teachings of Jesus. 

The Mother and Child—In the background of the 
picture we see a mother holding her little child in her 
arms. Jesus loved the little children. Perhaps this is 
one He had held in His arms and blessed. The mother 
is not there from idle curiosity, but because she loves 
Jesus and wishes she could help Him. 


The Central Figure 


Christ, standing calm and self-possessed is the cen- 
tral figure of the picture. In the midst of the noise, 
confusion, and hatred, He is calm. He is clothed in 
white against a black background, a symbol of the purity 
of His life against the sin of the world. In reality it is 
the people, not Christ, who are on trial. He is the Di- 
vine Son of God, the long-looked-for Messiah, the 
Teacher whose days were spent in helping others, and 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


because of hatred, unbelief, greed and jealousy their 
eyes are blinded and they see One whom they fear be- 
cause of His blameless life. 


The Message of the Picture 
Not alone for its artistic value but for the message 
it gives to the world is this picture great. The painter 
wants to show that Jesus gave His life freely for us. 
“T have power to lay down my life, and I have power 
to take it up again.” 


Its Meaning For Us—Today 
Down through the centuries, millions of men and 
women have had to answer this same question, asked 
by Pilate on that fateful day, “What shall I do with 
Jesus, who is called Christ?” You and I must answer 


that question. 
Thy life was given for me, 
Thy blood, O Lord, was shed 
That I might ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead. 
Thy life was given for me; 
What have I given for Thee? 
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TRIUMPH—VICTORIOUS OVER DEATH 
Isaiah 25:8; I John 5:4 
(By Sister Jane Wirt, Baltimore, Maryland) 


The Life of Christ in Hymns, Scripture, Story, 
Poetry and Prayer 
Invocation: “Blessed Father, in the Name and Spirit 
of Him who is Thy love and our way to Thee, we lift 
our hearts to praise and adore Thee, and in holy still- 
ness to wait on Thee: And as only the pure in heart 
may see Thee, cleanse our hearts that they may be fit 
to worship and receive Thee; attune our souls to Thy 
holy grace that as Thou speakest to us, we may gladly 
hear: that as we speak to Thee we may rejoice to know 
Thou art glad to hear and receive our prayer; so may we 
find in sacred communion with Thee strength for our 
day and way, and grace to walk before Thee in holi- 
ness and peace; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen.”—From “Collects and Prayers.” 
Scripture: John 1:1-14 
Hymn: “O How Shall I Receive Thee?” (6, CSB) 
Leader: “Come and hear the grand old story, 
Story of the ages past; 
All earth’s annals far surpassing, 
Story that shall ever last. 
Noblest, truest, 
Oldest, newest, 
Fairest, rarest, 
Saddest, gladdest, 
That the world has ever known.” 
—Horatius Bonar 
Responsive Reading: Luke 2:1-14 
Leader: “I know not how that Bethlehem’s Babe 
Could in the God-head be; 
I only know the manger Child 
Has brought God’s love to me.” 
—Harry Webb Farrington 
Hymn: “Good News From Heaven” (19, CSB) 
Scripture: Luke 2:25-32 (The Nunc Dimittis may 
be sung if desired.) 
Hymn: “Hail To The Lord’s Anointed” (42, CSB) 
Scripture: Matthew 9:35 


MARCH, 1940 


Prayer: “O Jesus Christ, who art greater than the 
greatest of the sons of men, before whom we bow in 
reverence and adoration; whom we call Lord and Sa- 
viour and Master and Redeemer: Make us Thy faithful 
witnesses, to carry Thy Gospel to those who know Thee 
not, to speak Thy truth to those who have not heard it 
or who have forgotten it, to testify by word and act 
that Thou art indeed the Son of the living God; who 
livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen.”—from “Collects 
and Prayers.” 

Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour” (129, CSB). (This may 
be used as a solo or special number if desired.) 

Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12 

Scripture: Matthew 27:29 

Hymn: “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” (99, CSB) 

Poem: “The Two Wives,” by John Oxenham 

Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection” (115, CSB) 

Scripture: Matthew 28 

Prayer: “Almighty Father, who through the eternal 
victory of Thy Son, hast brought us through the shadow 
of the Cross and the gloom of the garden and the night 
of the tomb to the glorious sunrise of everlasting life and 
light: Fill us with the glory of His victory so that 
transformed and strengthened by Him, we may over- 
come all that separates us from Thee in this life, and 
through Him come to the life that never ends, where 
Thou, O Father, livest and reignest with Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, 
blessed and adored now and evermore. Amen.’—from 
“Collects and Prayers.” 


Poem: “If Easter Be Not True” 


If Easter be not true, 

Then all the lilies low must lie; 

The Flanders poppies fade and die; 
The spring must lose her fairest bloom 
For Christ were still within the tomb— 
If Easter be not true. 


If Easter be not true, 

Then faith must mount on broken wings; 
Then hope no more immortal spring; 
Then hope must lose her mighty urge; 
Life prove a phantom, death a dirge— 

If Easter be not true. 


Ii Easter be not true, 

*Twere foolishness the cross to bear; 
He died in vain who suffered there; 
What matter though we laugh or cry, 
Be good or eyil, live or die, 

Ti Easter be not true? 


If Easter be not true— 

But it is true, and Christ is risen! 

And mortal spirit from its prison 

Of sin and death with Him may rise! 

Worth while the struggle, sure the prize, 

Since Easter, aye, is true! 

—Henry H. Barstow 

Hymn: “Christ The Lord Is Risen” (111, CSB) 


Benediction 

As the leader prepares this meeting, he should give the Scrip- 
ture passages, the poems, etc., to the Leaguers who are to assist 
him, m- order that they may be familiar with the material they are 
to present. Thoughtful preparation can make this a service of true 
worship. The story, “That Resurrection Morn,” by Cynthia Pearl 
Maus, may be used if time permits. 
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THE STRATEGIC HOUR FOR MISSIONS 
IN AMERICA 
Romans 1:8-16 
(By Rev. Paul W. Kapp) 


Advertising 

On a map of the United States of America sketch or 
outline an open Bible. At each of the four corners of 
the Bible paste’a small picture of a Church building. 
preferably a mission. (These may be procured through 
“Ecclesia Plantanda,” the publication of The Board of 
American Missions with offices at 39 E. 35th St., New 
York City.) Print at the top of the poster the topic for 
the meeting, at the sides draw symbols of current, anti- 
Church evils, and at the base of the may above an in- 
vitation to the service print in large letters, “Which 
Shall Win?” 

Introducing The Topic 

“There is no use keeping the Church open any 
longer. You may as well give me the key,” said a home 
missionary as in the course of a journey he passed 
through a western village where once so many had pro- 
fessed interest that a little Church had been built for 
them. But the converts had fallen away, returned to 
their worldly ways and there remained faithful only one 
poor woman to whom the missionary was now speaking. 


“There is a Church in the village three miles north,” 
he added, noticing her sorrowful look, “anyone who 
wishes can go there.” 


“Oh, sir,’ she pleaded most earnestly, “do not take 
away the key! I will still go daily at least to the Church, 
sweep it clean and go on praying that God's light may 
some day visit us again.” 


So the missionary left her the key and presently the 
“day” did come when he preached in that very Church, 
crowded with penitent sinners—the harvest of the God- 
given faith of that one poor native woman. 


I. The Bearing of the Name of Jesus. From the 
view-point of heaven there is nothing on the earth more 
lovely than the bearing of the name of Jesus Christ into 
the needing world, when the bearer is one “who loves 
and knows.” The work may have, and probably will, 
very little of the rainbow of romance about it. It will 
often lead the worker into the most uncouth and forbid- 
ding circumstances. It will frequently demand of him 
the patient expenditure of days and months upon humili- 
ating and circuitous preparations as he learns the ways 
and natures of the people. 


He will often be tempted to think “the journey too 
great for him,” and long to let his tired and heavy feet 
rest forever. But his Lord is saying of him all the 
while, “How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the Gospel of peace and bring glad tidings of good 
things!” He is doing a work whose inmost conditions 
even now are full of glory and whose eternal issues, 
perhaps where he thinks there has been most failure, 
shall be by grace worthy of “the King in His beauty.” 
It is the continuation of what the King Himself “began 
to do” (Acts 1:1), when He was His own first Mission- 
ary to a world which needed Him immeasurably, yet did 
not know Him when He came. 


It is for us to realize then, that God does not speak 
in articulate thunder from the sky, nor send visible 


Twenty-eight 


angels up and down the land, but He bids His Church 
—His children—to unite with the Apostle Paul in say- 
ing, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel’ and go out to 
tell others the eternal message of God’s truth. The need 
of the world, He says, is not only amelioration and ele- 
vation, but salvation. To qualify, therefore, for the 
requisites of this “hour for missions in America,” the 
constituents of Christ’s body must regain the apostolic 
assurance of the glory and power of the Name of Jesus 
together with the joy of bearing it to others in the of- 
fice, the factory, the city and the country “for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth!” 

II. Support Essential for Missionary Service. An 
ocean diver puts on his protective armor, adjusts the 
life-line which brings to him the breath of life, and drops 
into-the deep seeking lost treasure at the bottom of the 
sea. Meanwhile, his comrades in the boat keep the life- 
line clear and pump the air down with unremitting ef- 
fort. He cannot stay down without their help; he can- 
not return to the surface without their assistance. He is 
absolutely dependent on them. 

This is a true picture of the relation of the individual 
missionary to his brethren at home. He leaves father and 
mother, friends and others as dear to him as to you and 
goes off into the midst of a moral and spiriutal miasma 
scarcely possible to conceive. He does it gladly, but he 
cannot remain at his post without your help. He cannot 
even return without your assistance. Under God, he is 
absolutely dependent on you; and our Lord has called 
you to do your part as truly as He has called the mis- 
sionary. 

Sometimes the diver sees gold and gems lying just 
beyond his reach and he signals his comrades to let out 
the life-line a little more. They promptly respond, know- 
ing that he can see what they cannot see. Likewise, the 
missionary asks his supporters for a little more help to 
enable him to reach precious souls which are beyond 
their ken. 

Just so, the advantages and opportunities of mis- 
sionary activity in America today are known best by 
those giving full time to this service. The alertness of 
the Jews, the penitence of prisoners, the receptivity of 
hospital patients, the planting of Churches in suburban 
and rural areas, interest in student and educational pro- 
jects, the utopian privileges among the inhabitants of 
mountainous sections, as well as different other types 
of home missionary service that time compels us to 
omit at this point, all deserve and require our prayers 
and faithful support in order to be adequately advanced. 

III. “The Harvest Truly Is Plenteous.” America 
is ripe for a revival—not the emotional, shouting and 
sawdust trail type, but a return to God on bended knees 
to accept anew the vicarious sacrifice of His Son, to re- 
affrm faith in the saving power of His blood and to 
share again the joy of His resurrection. In fact, unless 
and until American missionaries crystalize the power of 
the unchurched thousands in this “Christian land’ and 
harvest the souls saved by the dying and rising Saviour 
within the confines of our own country, it will be futile 
to foster foreign missionary projects. Before missions 
can thrive and reach the zenith of their influence for 
good abroad they must bear fruit and approximate an 
ideal state of progress at home. Thanks be to God, 
therefore, for the vision He has given of the success and 
place of Home Missions in our Church’s program! 
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HIS JOURNEY’S END 
(Continued from Page 3) 


knew, as he rode among the waving palms, that his 
own and every nation would toss him aside like refuse 
because he did not lead them to power. He foresaw 
his journey’s end. Eternally, as men learned of him, 
he would be forever entering a gate. Clearly he beheld 
his passion week. He would be haled before the judg- 
ment of Church and state and populace, and hung up, 
dying, to be jeered at forever. Yet as he rode facing 
the centuries, in his heart up shot a hope like a small, 
windy flame, that in spite of the engulfing blackness into 
which he was journeying there would still be a few to 
stand with him whenever he should come to purge the 
Temple, a few who would go with him even to Golgotha. 


INTERMEDIATE LETTER 


(Continued from Page 4) 


oneself the spending of money, give the money thus 
saved to your Church. 


March 24: “Triumph—Victorious Over Death.” 
Bring in three sayings of Jesus, Paul or Peter regarding 
eternal life. 


May this month of March filled with the serious 
thoughts of Lent, Confirmation, the Passion of our Lord 
and His triumphant victory over death and the grave, 
bring us closer to Christ and the way of the Cross. 


A blessed and joyous Easter to all of you. 


Your co-worker, 
MILDRED GARTELMANN 


NEWS 


(Continued from Page 13) 


Saviour, Jamaica, L. I.; and ‘‘Education for Marriage and Family 
Living,” Dr. Luther E. Woodward, Ph.D., Bureau of Child Guid- 
ance .of_the Board of Education of the City of New York. Rev. 
Krahmer, Rev.-Herring and Dr. Woodward are repeating by demand 
the courses they gave last year. 


Our New Year’s wish is that we, the District, will be allowed 
to carry on this work, ever improving its stature, under the leader- 
ship of Him whose goodness has brought us together as workers. 


MARIE F. LEHMANN, Publicity Secretary 


Syracuse District 


At the Winter Rally to be held on January 21, at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Syracuse, a New Year’s Program for 1940 will 
be passed. The program started on November 28, 1939, with the 
Unity Dinner. Then the District was invited to St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, by their League, on December 12, 1939, to have a Christmas 
Party. Moving pictures were shown by the League Movie operators. 
All pictures are old ones which they rent. They entertained with 
Charlie Chaplin, The Keystone Kops, and many other old favorites. 
Next on the program is the Rally. 


For each following month the District has provided for a sepa- 
rate function: February, Masquerade and Social; March, Lenten 
Service to be sponsored by the District; April, Spring Rally and 
Spring Ball; May, Pre-Convention Pep Fest; June, the Syracuse 
District Picnic which is held annually; and finally in July, the Sum- 
mer Rally. Each League in the District has offered their services 
for one of the functions, all plans made by that League. 


Also included in the plans is the participation in the “1940 
Youth Institute,” sponsored by the Protestant Young People’s 
Groups of Syracuse; the sponsoring of the Hartwick College Glee 
Club in April; and the sponsoring of a Youth Rally or Banquet 
(all Protestant Young People invited) on March 13, at which time 
Dr. Blackwelder, one of America’s leading Lutherans, will be the 
guest speaker. 

ALEXANDER FIX, Publicity’ Secretary 
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LIFE SERVICE 
(Continued from Page 8) 


each Leaguer be asked to do something. If he refuses, 
keep asking until he has done something to serve. 

Keep a definite record of what you are doing. Plan 
special visitations and ways of service for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. Keep before your Leaguers at every 
meeting—through a poster, a poem, or a discussion— 
the question: “To what causes am I devoting my time 
and energy? Does everything I do help me to work 
toward my goal as a Christian—helping to bring the 
Kingdom of God here on earth?” 


C.—At every League meeting have a report of the 
Life Service Committee, telling what some of the 
members have done. Don’t let a week pass without 
some definite service by some of your Leaguers. 


Keep Your Whole League Life Service Conscious 


D. For Local Secretaries. 

1. Keep a list of the Leaguers who have en- 
tered full time service. 

2. Plan some way to keep in touch with your 
Leaguers who are away at school. 

3. Prepare a Counsellor Guide List of people 
in your community who would be willing 
to talk to young people about their life 
work. 


Service in the Church 
Make calls on shut-ins, etc. 
Every member visitation. 
Stenographic work and office help. 
Singing in the choir. 
Teaching in Bible School, Week Day School, Sun- 
day School, etc. 
Organization of Junior and Intermediate Luther 
Leagues. 
esoreung with the Junior and Intermediate League 
work. 
Assisting with Girl and Boy Scout work. 
Arranging for handicapped members to attend serv- 
ices. 
10. Weekly reading to shut-ins, aged, blind, or other 
handicapped members. 
11. Hold services for these shut-ins. 
12. Visiting poor families. 
13. Bringing a friend or pal to the worship service. 
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Life Service Study Group 
Use “Studies in Life Service,” by Amos John Traver. 


Life Service Flag 
Get data for the flag. 


Full Time Service 


Carry out the Life Service resolutions brought be- 
fore the National Convention. 


A Hearty Welcome Awaits You! 


Philadelphia’s 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


The Friendly Church 


16th and Jefferson Sts. (1500 N.) 
Sundays: 
10:00 A. M. 
11:00 A. M.—(WDAS) 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 
7:30 P. M.—Great Sunday Night 
Service | 


Thursday, 7:30 P. M. (WDAS) 
When Hundreds Fill the Auditorium 


Dr. Ross H. Stover 
Pastor 


Twenty-nine 


Financial Reports 


Make 1940 a banner year with 100% dues and 


S. M.’s paid. 


Add to the Leagues having paid their 1939 Sustain- 


ing Membership quotas in full: 
9th—Virginia 
10th—Pennsylvania 
11th—Georgia-Alabama 


1940 DUES REPORT 
February 5, 1940 


Senior Intermediate 
League Billed Paid Billed Paid 
Northern California ...... $27.00 $11.25 
Southern California ...... 75.00 18.75 
Columbia District ....... 34.00 5.00 
@onnecticutueer scien: 58.50 37.50 
Bloridal Os. retaraovelelclarsietetats 41.25 $10.31 8.25 $2.06 
Georgia-Alabama_ ........ 71.50 37.75 
MUTE BoG Sons oopoccdss 231.25 60.00 
sid Faria 9 )oreleteteltelelelstaretetate's 105.09 28.25 
Lee odtde DO DOCR ONCOL 131.00 35.25 
16a SAS oxsodnpangecooous 83.75 12.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 55.75 10.75 
Maryland oscar serials 296.75 90.50 
Machic aris tices crcleieeiestare 64.75 37.25 
Midwest fo ccs cme tac nneiee 90.00 ou 
Minnesota Tossa cleats 70.00 31.25 
Mississippi ......---+eeee 20.00 
WWebrasiat a erereisreciseirici sakes 96.50 16.00 
New. HGESC Ya misiette terete ele (bike 58.75 
New (York 225. tieuaiene tame 421.75 291.75 
North; Caroliiat eset 638.25 245.00 
Oh PSO ans Ootone ane 343.75 56.25 
Pacific Northwest ....... 47.00 11.25 
Pennsylvania : 
Central Pennsylvania .. 646.50 228.50 
MintSsterium’ .....2<... 1,312.00 269.75 
Ritispursiy see wie eeee 397.25 87.75 
1—Rocky Mountain ...... 37.50 37.50 12.50 12.50 
Santina (Carolinay te).js-cc0 355.75 153.37 106.25 43.62 
LYS ASS ASS coon een LOS:00) 18.50 
Virginia... 307.25 129.00 
West Virgin 44.50 26.00 14.50 8.25 
Wikies Gn gneoocosic anc 49.00 29.50 
$6,338.25 $227.18 $2,002.75 $66.43 
AFRICA MISSION PROJECT 
February 5, 1940 
Paid 
League Quota Senior Inter. 
Northern California ........... $ 50.00 
Southern California ............ 150.00 
Columbia: DSteicty sore avesieiste dtoie ete 65.00 
Connectict taws teal steeles cise aa 100.00 
Bloridal Ger ase cecve cura eet 50.00 $1.00 
Georgia-Alabama ........-..--. 130.00 
gL CEs 2 eee mananeaccoaaccar 330.00 
Mardliariae ocho aerate cele Siciniaraee 175.00 25.00 
QGES Serio OAOOADRODODS DOO Cn GHC 125.00 
LGESIGES FS Sopncicoormaganccood 140.00 71.75 
Kentucky-Tennessee .........+. 70.00 
Mary land ia acon. eastern soiaernigeee 520.00 24.15 3.00 
Mitchatgrarr ms or ofe ie nicicisiers ste jarblevelotote 125.00 3.65 
pT ES os 2 Re O OO GOOOOOOMUOOOOOG 135.00 
Mannesotams « ssevceiet nictaieeinel 115.00 
IMETSSISSIP ENC etetotatalstelsleteteratviatst nets lore 30.00 
Webraskaner75 severe iatentastes 100.00 30.00 
Wew: tcrseyaiee ste weiner siecle 195.00 40.15 22.43 
Wew:, SX orl fecrer ts cichaorsctotsinis staan 720.00 
North Garobras coc mc oe cise 1,100.00 
Olitg are a ctre geasiviaia rac cy eee 555.00 50.00 
Pacific Northwest ............. 90.00 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Pennsylvania ........ 1,065.00 
Minis terienay ee sicieie staieraierninie “kere 2,150.00 
IPitteb ure linware ctareteccesraera tae 655.00 
Rocky. Monntait Wadia rcitsle = be 40.00 
South: ‘CarolinaGor ats etrcicescciela cl =' 640.00 
PEXAS| fore wwiarererocte sterere store stele! oleya 180.00 4.00 
Wirotnia (oschinaa wie tirieleels ately ciate 505.00 1.00 
West Virginia: oi secs ccc caee 55.00 7.00 
Wasconsini S2cssepieiaenicieiesicre sie 80.00 40.00 
Intermediate Rally ...........- 7.00 
Ganadal./o.sc.e nea mee 3.00 
Miscellaneous ....-ccescccecese 12.83 
$10,440.00 $306.53 $39.43 


Thirty 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to January 31, 1940 


Alumni 
Total Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’lL 
Northern California.. $25.00 
Southern California.. 50.00 $5.00 $5.00 
Columbia District .. 25.00 5.00 $5.00 
Connecticut tac ce 35.00 
lost dais 3g ictaye sa atever> 25.00 
Georgia-Alabama ... 50.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
UTA GIS eercrel vieceielste sre 150.00 41.00 1.00 $40.00 
bake y (eT Le eee ae 65.00 
EOWA ere fees 65.00 
Rarisagi ders eve ec vte ee 70.00 5.00 5.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee . 35.00 
Maryland eer aici scs 200.00 23.00 15.00 3.00 5.00 
Michigan = cerdtarcers.os 40.00 
IMitd WeSEN Rootes corcien 40.00 
Minnesotayeermeaes 45.09 1.00 1.00 
Mississippi “2.2 eae 10.00 
Nebraska, 5.5). ).te-t3- 65.00 
News erseyss cemeri 50.00 7.00 7.00 
New York \stitaae 300.09 40.00 20.00 5.00 15.00 
North Carolina ..... 400.00 13.00 10.00 3.00 
Ohiot i=. (el eee 230.00 5.00 5.00 
Pacific Northwest .. 30.00 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Penna. ... 415.00 48.00 5.00 28.00 15.00 
Ministerium - 840.00 33.00 10.00 8.00 15.00 
Pittsburgh - 255.09 5.00 5.00 
Rocky Mountain ... 25.00 
South Carolina ..... 230.00 13.00 5.00 8.00 
UG oo mdoann 2506 70.00 
Virginia. Gaso-ce scien 225.00 11.25 5.00 6.25 
West Virginia ...... 30.00 1.00 1.00 
Wisconsin ......... 30.00 
Canada =. 22 72..---- 5.00 5.00 
Special Rocce 72.00 68.00 4.00 


$339.25 $163.00 $81.25 $95.00 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January, 1940 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 5 
Robert Ray Inslee 
Mrs. Ruth Inslee 
Regina Ruth Inslee 
William Elliott 
Sterling Melius 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT, Total 1 
Rev. Leo R. Nielsen 


CONNECTICUT 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 2 
Mildred Gartelmann 
O. G. Dasher 


ILLINOIS, total 9 

Faith Luther League, St. Louis, by Luther League of Illinois 

First Luther League, St. Louis, by Luther League of Illinois 

Gethsemane Luther League, St. Louis, by Luther League of 
Illinois 

Mispah Luther League, St. Louis, by Luther League of Illinois 

Reen Memorial Luther League, by Luther League of Illinois 

St. Mark’s Luther League, St. Louis, by Luther League of 
Illinois 

Unity Luther League, St. Louis, by Luther League of Illinois 

St. John’s Luther League, Springfield, by Luther League of 
Illinois 

Mrs. Hattie A. Hess 


INDIANA 
IOWA 


KANSAS, total 1 
Richard Bloch, by Rev. and Mrs. Frederick H. Bloch 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND, total 7 
Gladys A. Broeker 
John T. Loveless, Jr. 
Gilbert Major 
Norma Rasmussen 
Rev. M. J. Bieber, D.D. 
Dr. and Mrs. M. Edwin Thomas 
Selma A. Trede 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


MICHIGAN 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEBRASKA 


NEW JERSEY, total 7 
Alvin Schaediger 
Ruth Otterbein Schaediger 
Master Paul Alvin Schaediger 
Jane Ruth Schaediger 
Anna J. Schaediger 
William F. Schaediger 
Mrs. William F. Schaediger 


NEW YORK, total 11 
St. John’s Intermediate Luther League, Brooklyn 
Dr. W. H. Greever 
Ernest Sigler 
Leanora Scheu 
Irene Schaefer 
Sister Madaline L. Schaefer 
Mrs. Thomas Logan, Sr., Memorialized by Howard L. Logan 
Jeanne Piester 
Rey. John F. Bornhold 
St. Luke’s Senior Luther League, New Rochelle 
William Schluter 
Parkside Luther League, Buffalo 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 5 
Gloria Waywroth 
Haven Intermediate Luther League, Salisbury 
Beth Eden Luther League, Newton 
Rev. J. W. Cobb 
Irene Sox 


OHIO, total 1 
First Luther League, Beach City 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania, total 32 
George Wethman 
Mrs. Mary Hammersla 
William H. Patrick, Jr. 
F. Rebecca Patrick 
Elizabeth Patrick 
Mrs. William H. Patrick, Sr. 
Mary Ann Kinports 
Doretha Kinports 
Kathryn Groff 
Belding B. Slifer 
Katherine Ottobre 
Sister Georgia Bushman 
Sister Helene Kuechler 
Mrs. Mary E. Bitner 
Mrs. Annie Clay 
Elizabeth Armstrong 
Albert H. Redles 
Mrs. Albert H. Redles 
Charles Peberdy, Jr. 
G. W. W. Geasey 
Mrs. Ralph E. Grim 
Miss Genevieve Smith 
A. R. Knoos 
Mrs. A. R. Knoos 
Edward C. Heid 
Mrs. G. Ellwood Dieter, Memorialized by Trinity Senior Luther 
League, Philadelphia 
Elmer M. Buckey 
Mrs. Elmer M. Buckey 
Edward J. Smith 
Mrs. Venitia Berry, Memorialized by St. Paul’s Luther League, 
Glenside 
O. Roy Frankenfield, Jr. 
William E. Raleigh, Memorialized by Zion Lutheran 
Brotherhood, Whitemarsh 
Ministerium, total 12 
Rev. Frederick Smith 
Apostle’s Senior Luther League, Philadelphia 
Rev. Harvey T. Sell, by St. John’s Luther League, Mickley’s 
Arthur F. Knies 
J. Milton Deck 
Ruth Juram 
William Keyser 
St. John’s Luther League, St. John’s 
Mrs. Grace St. John 
Esther Bachofer 
Howard Turkheimer 
Mrs. Elizabeth Turkheimer 
Pittsburgh, total 1 
Ruth E. Beyer 


MARCH, 1940 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 9 
Rey. J. Obert Kempson 
St. David’s Senior Luther League, Lexington 
William Werts 
Pearl Stockman 
Estelle Pugh 
Dick Wm. Weber 
Archie Dodgen 
J. B. Loadholt 
Bertha Efird 

TEXAS 

VIRGINIA, total 7 
Rey. William J. Ducker 
Hazel Richardson 
Frances V. Miller 
Mrs. J. C. Miller 
Catherine McCrary 
Anna Belle Shumate 
Mary E. Marks Ely 

WEST VIRGINIA, total 1 
Rev. A. C. Curran 


WISCONSIN 


CANADA, total 2 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Lauman 


‘Ln Qemoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 


As in His Heaven 
—Whittier 


Ne 


_— — 


Memorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 
Mrs. Thomas Logan, Sr. 

Memorialized by Howard L. Logan, Albany, N. Y. 
Mrs. G. Ellwood Dieter 

Memorialized by Trinity Senior Luther League, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mrs. Venitia Berry 

Memorialized by St. Paul’s Luther League, Glenside, Pa. 


William E. Raleigh r 
Memorialized by Zion Lutheran Brotherhood, Whitemarsh, Pa. 
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Thirty-one 


BOING TO COLLEGE? 
Cdleg? Casa 


Invites you tc become a member of its student body 


Maio 


Accredited Junior College and High School in famous 
“blue grass” region of Virginia 


LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION 
PRE-LIBRARY BUSINESS EDUCATION 
PRE-NURSING HOME ECONOMICS 
PRE-JOURNALISM MUSIC 

PRE-SOCIAL WORK SPEECH 


Happy home and social life in atmosphere of Southern culture 


Rates $425.00 to $485.00 


CATALOGUE and VIEWBOOK 


Cixt Se0 th, Y A HUGH J. RHYNE, President 
6: Y ase ce BOX L, MARION, VIRGINIA 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN Se 
Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 


AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


high-grade liberal college, ready to serve the 
eacuaee needs of our a eaccen youth. 
Approved by all accrediting ies, oe the high- 
est—the Association of ae Ts 
tion for eect teacher-train- 
— home —-, i — theology, dentistry, in- 
pe Siecasinenie: inctuding Nationally-known 
School of Music 
Send today for catalog exd view-book—tfree upon request 
President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Gettysb College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Chretian a who are vitally concerned with 
rigs building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 


INTERMEDIATE 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalogue and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D., LL.D. - - - 
Harry A. Benfer, AM. - 4 = e 


President 
Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Morak Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


A.B., B.S. and Mus. B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Russell Galt, Ph.D., 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


E 
sa ae a 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 

Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special i in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 
Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theoloyy, Engineering. 
Weill-rounded and adequate program of student activities, 
Personal attention to the individual student 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

Very reasonable expenses 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Have You Enrolled As a 


Contributing Member 


of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership Card by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann, Chairman 
Send All Funds to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


enSTen BOOK MWlkaS 


SOLID COPPER—HAMMERED BY HAND 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of attaching 
to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting the book- 
mark and clip. The book-mark is hammered by hand on edges and is 
made from solid copper, burnished and lacquered. — 


EACH BOOK-MARK IS MOUNTED IN A SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED EASTER FOLDER 


35 Cents Each or Three for $1.00 


Designs may be assorted 


BIBLE BOOA Mann 


Cross With Luther League Emblem 


ILLUSTRATED BELOW "y 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to place in Easter Flowers 
for sick and shut-in folks. Name of 
Church can be written on reverse side. 


A TIMELY EASTER GIFT 


Heavy, Special Finish 
Cardboard, with Luther 
League Emblem in 
Blue Ink. 


| 


Sample Cheerfully Sent 
on Receipt of a 3 Cent 
Stamp for Postage. 


Trinity Lutheran Church 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) 
we will print your CHURCH OR YOUR 
LEAGUE’S NAME on reverse side, any 
quantity up to 200. Additional hundreds, 20 
cents per hundred. 


Design No. 100 


With Luther 
League 
Emblem 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to give to each person at- 
tending your Easter Sunrise Service or 
some other special Easter service. 


A SPLENDID SOUVENIR 


Bb wosrean (OD 
Cash MUST Accompany 


Order 
(No less than 100 sold) 


Tllustration Shows Actual Size of the Book Mark 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


